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Chapter 8  Impact on families and schools 

Impact on families 

8.1  Concerns have been raised on the possible adverse impact of drug 

testing on family relationship. In the course of discussions with students and 

parents, the project team was given to understand that nearly all students and 

parents did not think that the Scheme had affected relationship between the 

students and their families. All parents interviewed also considered that the 

Scheme had not adversely affected parents’ trust in schools.  

8.2  Findings of the June 2011 post-survey showed that the great majority 

of students (90%) and their parents (95%) considered that the Scheme had not 

damaged parent-child relationship. The percentage was slightly higher than 

the corresponding percentages in June 2010, at 89% and 93% respectively. 

The findings indicated that both students and parents had more confidence 

that the Scheme would not have any adverse impact on their families in June 

2011 in respect of the 2010/11 Scheme, as compared with June 2010 in 

respect of the 2009/10 Scheme. 
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Impact on schools 

8.3  One of the main criticisms directed against school drug testing was 

the possible undermining of trust between school personnel and students, in 

an educational setting, to the extent that it would adversely affect other 

aspects of students’ education, including anti-drug education. It was argued 

that the perceived “policing” role of teachers might possibly create an 

environment of resentment, distrust and suspicion leading to loss of school 

connectedness. It might possibly aggravate truant behaviour, making it more 

difficult to reach out to students who had abused drugs.  

8.4  During discussions with school principals, teachers, students and 

parents in the course of conducting the research, none of them indicated that 

the Scheme had affected the mutual trust between schools and students. 

Findings of the June 2011 post-survey also showed that all school principals 

(100%) and the great majority of Tai Po teachers (92%) and students (86%) 

considered that the Scheme had not adversely affected students’ trust in their 

schools. The percentage of school principals, teachers and students holding 

such a view was higher than the corresponding percentages in June 2010, at 

96%, 85% and 85% respectively, indicating that school drug testing is 

becoming increasingly acceptable by teachers and students. Furthermore, the 

great majority of Tai Po parents (93% in June 2010 and 94% in June 2011) 

considered that the Scheme had not ruined teacher-parent relationship. 
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8.5  In addition, all school principals and the great majority of Tai Po 

teachers (93%) and students (89%) considered that the Scheme had not 

adversely affected student-teacher relationship in their schools. The 

percentage of school principals, teachers and students holding such a view 

was higher than the corresponding percentages in June 2010, at 96%, 89% 

and 88% respectively, indicating again that school drug testing is becoming 

increasingly acceptable by teachers and students.  

 

8.6  Given that teachers’ involvement in the Scheme was not significant, 

more than half of Tai Po teachers (77%) agreed that the Scheme had not 

increased their workload, and the percentage was higher than the 

corresponding percentage in June 2010 (70%). Most school principals (90%) 
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also considered that the Scheme had not increased the workload of teachers. 

 

 

8.7  On the other hand, from discussions with Tai Po school principals, it 

transpired that they had to devote a significant amount of their time in 

preparing for the launch of the Scheme and in overseeing its implementation. 

They had to personally attend to the day-to-day operations of the Scheme 

because information related to students’ participation in the Scheme was 

considered highly confidential. Indeed, as shown in the chart above, only 

30% of principals considered that the Scheme had not increased their 

workload, which was lower than the corresponding percentage, at 39%, in 

June 2010. 
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Chapter 9  Outcomes: Perceived effectiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

Views of students  

9.1  In the quantitative surveys of students conducted in December 2009, 

June 2010 and June 2011, views of students were sought on their perceived 

effectiveness of the Scheme. As shown in the chart below, in June 2011, the 

majority of students considered that the Scheme had enhanced their resolve to 

refuse illicit drugs (72%), helped build an anti-drug culture (78%) and 

triggered motivation of those students who had abused drugs to quit drugs 

(73%). 

9.2  It is worth noting that the proportion of students who considered that 

the Scheme had enhanced their resolve to refuse illicit drugs and triggered 

motivation of those students who had abused drugs to quit drugs was higher 

in June 2011, after the launch of the 2010/11 Scheme, as compared with 

December 2009, before the launch of the 2009/10 Scheme and June 2010, 

before the launch of the 2010/11 Scheme. In other words, more students are 
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becoming convinced that the Scheme is effective, as the Scheme is continued 

to be conducted for another year in 2010/11. 

9.3  In particular, for students who had participated in both the 2009/10 

and 2010/11 Schemes, about 80% of them agreed that the Scheme had 

enhanced their resolve to refuse illicit drugs (80%), helped build an anti-drug 

culture (84%) and triggered motivation of those students who had abused 

drugs to quit drugs (79%). Even for those students who had not participated in 

both the 2009/10 and 2010/11 Schemes, more than half of them considered 

that the Scheme was effective in enhancing their resolve to refuse illicit drugs 

(58%), helped build an anti-drug culture (69%) and triggered motivation of 

those students who had abused drugs to quit drugs (62%). In other words, 

students in general, regardless of whether they had participated or not in the 

Scheme, considered the Scheme effective. 

9.4  It may also be worth noting that for those students who admitted to 
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have ever abused drugs, more than half of them agreed that the Scheme had 

enhanced their resolve to refuse illicit drugs (53%), helped build an anti-drug 

culture (60%) and triggered motivation of those students who had abused 

drugs to quit drugs (55%).  
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9.5  Similar trend was observed for those students who admitted to have 

ever abused drugs recently in the past 6 months, about half of them agreed 

that the Scheme had enhanced their resolve to refuse illicit drugs (47%), 

helped build an anti-drug culture (52%) and triggered motivation of those 

students who had abused drugs to quit drugs (49%). It may thus be inferred 

from the survey findings that the Scheme had helped trigger motivation to 

seek help, as admitted by students who had abused drugs. 
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Views of parents  

9.6  In the quantitative surveys conducted in June 2010 and June 2011, 

views of parents of Tai Po students were sought on their perceived 

effectiveness of the Scheme. As shown in the chart below, in June 2011, the 

great majority of parents considered that the Scheme had enhanced students’ 

resolve to refuse illicit drugs (83%), helped build an anti-drug culture (91%) 

and triggered motivation of those students who had abused drugs to quit 

drugs (86%). 

9.7  It is worth noting that the proportion of parents who considered that 

the Scheme had enhanced students’ resolve to refuse illicit drugs and 

triggered motivation of those students who had abused drugs to quit drugs 

was higher in June 2011, as compared with June 2010. The percentage was 

higher than the corresponding percentage for students.  In other words, more 

parents are becoming convinced that the Scheme is effective, as the Scheme 

is continued to be conducted for another year in 2010/11. The parents are also 

more supportive of the Scheme than students. 

 
58



  

 

 

 

Views of principals  

9.8  In the quantitative surveys conducted in June 2010 and June 2011, 

views of Tai Po principals were sought on their perceived effectiveness of the 

Scheme. As shown in the chart below, in June 2011, the great majority of 

school principals considered that the Scheme had enhanced students’ resolve 

to refuse illicit drugs (95%), helped build an anti-drug culture (100%) and 

triggered motivation of those students who had abused drugs to quit drugs 

(95%). 

9.9  It is worth noting that the proportion of school principals who 

considered that the Scheme had enhanced students’ resolve to refuse illicit 

drugs, helped build an anti-drug culture and triggered motivation of those 

students who had abused drugs to quit drugs was much higher in June 2011, 

as compared with June 2010. The percentage was much higher than the 

corresponding percentage for students.  In other words, school principals are 

becoming very much convinced that the Scheme is effective, as the Scheme is 

continued to be conducted for another year in 2010/11. They are also more 
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supportive of the Scheme than students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Views of teachers 

9.10 In the quantitative surveys conducted in June 2010 and June 2011, 

views of Tai Po teachers were sought on their perceived effectiveness of the 

Scheme. As shown in the chart below, in June 2011, more than half of 

teachers considered that the Scheme had enhanced students’ resolve to refuse 

illicit drugs (68%), helped build an anti-drug culture (77%) and triggered 

motivation of those students who had abused drugs to quit drugs (58%). 

9.11 It is worth noting that the proportion of teachers who considered that 

the Scheme had enhanced students’ resolve to refuse illicit drugs, helped 

build an anti-drug culture and triggered motivation of those students who had 

abused drugs to quit drugs was much higher in June 2011, as compared June 

2010.  In other words, more teachers are becoming convinced that the 

Scheme is effective, as the Scheme is continued to be conducted for another 

year in 2010/11.  
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9.12 Some of Tai Po teachers opined that the Scheme was not very 

effective as students who had abused drugs would not participate in the 

Scheme. For those who had participated, they could also avoid the drug tests 

through various means (e.g. saying that they had taken medications). On 

other hand, other teachers believed that the Scheme was effective in 

reminding students the need to stay away from drugs. It also showed schools' 

commitment to fight drugs, especially when all schools in Tai Po were 

implementing drug tests. For students who were on the margin of abusing 

drugs, the Scheme would have a preventive impact. After all, drug testing 

only constituted one of the many anti-drug activities organized under the 

Scheme. 
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Chapter 10 Outcomes: Changes in knowledge of drugs 

 

10.1 9 out of the 10 items were found to represent students’ knowledge of 

drugs. The survey findings in respect of these 9 items on knowledge of drugs 

are given in the chart below for Tai Po students in both October 2010 and 

June 2011. It may be noted that the great majority of Tai Po students were 

aware of the harmful effects of drugs. Compared with October 2010, the 

percentage of students in Tai Po who were aware of the harmful effects of 

drugs in June 2011 was slightly higher for most aspects on the harmful effects 

of drugs, indicating that students in Tai Po have become more aware, albeit 

by a very small margin, of the harmful effects of drugs after the launch of the 

2010/11 Scheme. Detailed analysis is given in Appendix 3. 
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10.2 For non-Tai Po students, the survey findings in both October 2010 

and June 2011 are shown in the chart below. It may be noted that the great 

majority of non-Tai Po students were aware of the harmful effects of drugs. 

Nevertheless, compared with October 2010, the percentage of non-Tai Po 

students who were aware of the harmful effects of drugs in June 2011 was 

slightly lower for a number of aspects on the harmful effect of drugs, 

indicating that non-Tai Po students had become less aware, albeit by a very 

small margin, of the harmful effects of drugs in June 2011, as compared with 

October 2010. 
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10.3 As regards the item on weight control, the survey findings for Tai Po 

students and non-Tai Po students are shown in chart. It may be seen that in 

June 2011 about 30% students believed that some drugs were helpful for 

weight control. Nevertheless, it is worth noting that the percentage who 

believed in the weight control effects of drugs was higher in June 2011, as 

compared with that in October 2010, for both Tai Po students and non-Tai Po 

students. It is desirable that educational and promotional efforts be stepped up 

to correct misconception on the part of students on this seemingly desirable 

effect of drugs. 
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10.4 The data obtained from students participating in the October 2010 

pre-survey and June 2011 post-survey were matched to identify survey data 

in respect of the same students using identifiers including date of birth, sex, 

class and school attended. By end June 2011, survey questionnaires in respect 

of nearly 17,000 students were matched, accounting for 74% of the total 

number of students participating in the June 2011 post-survey.  An index on 

knowledge of drugs is computed from survey data and shown in the chart 

below. 

10.5 Based on the matched sample of nearly 17,000 students, the indexes 

on knowledge of drugs for Tai Po students and non-Tai Po students, in 
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October 2010 and June 2011, are shown in the chart above. It may be seen 

that for students in Tai Po, the index was slightly higher in June 2011 (at 5.50), 

as compared with that in October 2010 (5.45). As regards non-Tai Po students, 

the index was more or less the same in June 2011 (5.55), as compared with 

that in October 2010 (5.55). 

 

 

 

10.6 For students who had participated in both the 2009/10 and 2010/11 

Schemes, it may be seen from the chart below that their index on knowledge 

of drugs had increased from 5.46 in October 2010 to 5.51 in June 2011. The 

index on knowledge of drugs for students who had not participated in both the 

2009/10 and 2010/11 Schemes as well as for students who had participated in 

the 2010/11 Scheme had also increased. This indicates that the Scheme, 

through its anti-drug educational and promotional activities, had helped raise 

the knowledge of drugs among Tai Po students, regardless of whether they 

had participated in the Scheme or not. 
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Chapter 11 Outcomes: Changes in attitude towards drugs 

 

 

Misconception about drugs 

11.1 16 of the 24 items were found to measure the underlying factor on 

misconception about drugs. Findings obtained in the October 2010 

pre-survey and June 2011 post-survey in respect of these 16 items are 

summarized in the chart below for Tai Po students. It may be seen that the 

proportion of students who agreed with 14 of the statements was rather small, 

at 10% or below. In other words, about 10% or less of students had 

misconceptions about drugs as far as these statements were concerned. 
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11.2 Nevertheless, 21% - 22% of students were of the view that “I do not 

feel anything wrong getting involved with drug abusing friends”. Given that 

“peer influence has always remained the most popular reason for current drug 

abuse, as attributed by 58.2% to 68.2% of young drug abusers” 35, these 21% 

- 22% of students might get involved with drug abusing friends.  Furthermore, 

                                                 
35 Report of the Task Force on Youth Drug Abuse (November 2008), p.24. 
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the project team worried that the percentage of students holding these views 

was slightly higher in June 2011, as compared with October 2010. 

11.3 In addition, about 13% - 15% of students had the misconception that 

they had control over their drug taking pattern and that drugs were not 

addictive for them. Apparently, this group of students were not aware that, as 

pointed out by the Task Group, “psychotropic substances are potentially 

addictive in nature, causing both physical dependence and psychological 

dependence.” 36 Similar to the other items discussed above, the percentage of 

students having such a misconception was higher in June 2011, albeit by a 

very small margin, as compared with October 2010. 

11.4 For non-Tai Po students, the pattern is similar. As shown in the chart 

below, the proportion of students who agreed with the 14 statements was 

rather small, at 10% or below. In other words, about 10% or less of students 

had misconceptions about drugs as far as these statements were concerned.  

36 Report of the Task Force on Youth Drug Abuse (November 2008), p.18. 
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11.5 Similar to Tai Po students, a higher proportion of students were of the 

view that “I do not feel anything wrong getting involved with drug abusing 

friends” (19% - 21%) and “I have control over my drug taking pattern, so 

drugs are not addictive for me” (13%). Besides, the project team worried that 

the percentage of students having such a misconception was higher in June 

2011, albeit by a very small margin, as compared with October 2010. 

11.6 Based on the matched sample of nearly 17,000 students, the indexes 
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on misconception about drugs for Tai Po students and non-Tai Po students, in 

October 2010 and June 2011, are shown in the chart above. It may be seen 

that for students in Tai Po, the index was slightly higher in June 2011 (at 1.59), 

as compared with that in October 2010 (1.58). As regards non-Tai Po students, 

the index was also slightly higher in June 2011 (1.56), as compared with that 

in October 2010 (1.49). The findings indicated that for both Tai Po students 

and non-Tai Po students, their misconception about drugs has become more 

serious in June 2011, as compared with October 2010, and the extent of 

deterioration is greater for non-Tai Po students. 

 

 

  

 

11.7 For Tai Po students who admitted to have ever abused drugs, with an 

index on misconeption of drugs being 2.68, had a more serious 

misconception about drugs, as compared with those who had never abused 

drugs, with a much lower index on misconception of drugs (at 1.60). In 

addition, for students in Tai Po who admitted to have recently abused drugs in 

the past 6 months, with an index on misconception of drugs being 3.00, their 

misconception was even more serious.  
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Undesirable features of drugs 

 

 

 

11.8 Four items were found to measure the underlying factor on 

undesirable features of drugs. Findings obtained in the October 2010 

pre-survey and June 2011 post-survey in respect of these 4 items are 

summarized in the chart below for Tai Po students. It may be seen that more 

than half of students in Tai Po were of the view that “I believe that I will have 

troubles at work or study, if I often take drugs” (69%), “I believe taking drugs 

is foolish” (89% - 91%), “I believe that young people who taking drugs will 

easily get into troubles” (75% - 80%) and “ I believe that people who started 

taking drugs will try other drugs more readily” (70% - 78%). What is 

heartening to note is that a higher proportion of students in June 2011 were 

aware of the undesirable features of drugs, as compared with that in October 

2010. 

11.9 For non-Tai Po students, it may also be seen from the chart below the 

majority of students were of the view that “I believe that I will have troubles 

at work or study, if I often take drugs” (70% - 73%), “I believe taking drugs is 
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foolish” (90% - 91%), “I believe that young people who taking drugs will 

easily get into troubles” (80%) and “ I believe that people who started taking 

drugs will try other drugs more readily” (75% - 79%).  

 

 

 

 

11.10 It may nevertheless be noted that while a higher proportion of 

students in June 2011 considered that “I believe that people who started 

taking drugs will try other drugs more readily”, as compared with that in 

October 2010, and a lower proportion of students were of the view that “I 

believe that I will have troubles at work or study, if I often take drugs” and “I 

believe taking drugs is foolish” in June 2011 as compared with October 2010. 

In other words, for non-Tai Po students, the proportion of them who were 

aware of some of the undesirable features of drugs had decreased slightly in 

June 2011, as compared with October 2010. 

11.11 For undesirable features of drugs, an index may be compiled from the 

4 items which purported to measure this underlying factor. However, an 

analysis of the extent of relatedness between individual items and this 
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underlying factor (namely undesirable features of drugs) shows that 

item-total correlations, in the range of 0.29 to 0.49, were very low.  Besides, 

the Cronbach’s Alpha, as an indication of the internal consistency of the data, 

was in the range of 0.58 to 0.63, and was very low. In addition, estimates of 

convergent validity, with correlations being in range of 0.19 to 0.49, were 

also very low. In the circumstances, it is not advisable to compute the index 

on undesirable features of drugs based on the 4 items discussed above. 

 

 

 

Adverse impact of drugs 

11.12 Three items were found to measure the underlying factor on adverse 

impact of drugs. Findings obtained in the October 2010 pre-survey and June 

2011 post-survey in respect of these 3 items are summarized in the chart 

below for Tai Po students. It may be seen that the great majority of students in 

Tai Po were of the view that “I believe drugs are harmful to one’s health” 

(97%) and “I believe that drugs will destroy one’s future” (95% - 96%). What 

is heartening to note is that a higher proportion of students in June 2011 were 

aware of these adverse impact of drugs, as compared with that in October 

2010. In addition, the majority of students believed that “the government’s 

anti-drug publicity can deter drug abusers from taking drugs” (71% - 73%). 

The percentage was also higher in June 2011 as compared with October 2010. 
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11.13 For non-Tai Po students, it may also be seen from the chart below that 

the great majority of them were also of the view that “I believe drugs are 

harmful to one’s health” (98% - 99%) and “I believe that drugs will destroy 

one’s future” (96% - 97%). In addition, the majority of students believed that 

“the government’s anti-drug publicity can deter drug abusers from taking 

drugs” (72% - 74%).  
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11.14 It may nevertheless be noted that while a slightly lower proportion of 

non-Tai Po students in June 2011 considered that “I believe drugs are harmful 

to one’s health”, as compared with that in October 2010. In addition, 

compared with Tai Po students, a slightly higher proportion of non-Tai Po 

students believed that “the government’s anti-drug publicity can deter drug 

abusers from taking drugs”. 

 

 

 

 

Drug avoidance self-efficacy 

11.15 In the October 2010 pre-survey and the June 2011 post-survey, 10 

items were used to assess students’ self-efficacy in avoiding drugs. The 10 

items were based on the Beat Drug Fund Evaluation Question Set 3 or the 

Drug Avoidance Self-Efficacy (DASE) Scale. For each item in the Scale, the 

students were asked to imagine themselves in a particular situation and to rate 

their level of confidence (self-efficacy) to resist drug use in that situation. The 

Scale covers a broad range of levels of confidence and has been shown to be 

sensitive to changes in self-efficacy associated with treatment as well as to 

post-treatment adaptation to the natural environment following inpatient 

treatment.  

11.16 The Scale has been developed for use with young drug abusers and 

provides a measure of treatment progress with regard to coping with risk 

situations. The DASES is useful as an outcome measure because it has 

demonstrated predictive validity; that is, scores on the scale have been shown 

to predict subsequent substance use behavior. Self-efficacy assessed at the 

completion of treatment was a significant predictor of drug use. There is also 

evidence supporting the general validity and reliability of the scale, although 

its use has been restricted to young multiple drug users. Detailed analysis of 
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the data is given in Appendix 3 and a summary of the main findings is 

presented below. 

 

 

 

11.17 For the Scale, a summary score may be compiled from the 10 items 

which purport to measure this underlying factor on drug avoidance 

self-efficacy, with a higher score indicating a higher level of self-efficacy to 

avoid drugs. Based on the matched sample of nearly 17,000 students, the 

overall score on drug avoidance self-efficacy is compiled for Tai Po students 

and non-Tai Po students, in October 2010 and June 2011, and shown in the 

chart below. It may be seen that for Tai Po students, the score was slightly 

higher in June 2011 (at 55.7), as compared with that in October 2010 (54.4). 

As regards non-Tai Po students, the index was also slightly higher in June 

2011 (57.0), as compared with that in October 2010 (56.2). The findings 

indicated that for both Tai Po students and non-Tai Po students, their drug 

avoid self-efficacy has increased in June 2011, as compared with October 

2010, and the extent of improvement is greater for Tai Po students. 
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Chapter 12 Outcomes: Drug taking behaviour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drug taking behaviour 

12.1 Apart from gathering data on students’ knowledge of and attitude 

towards drugs and their drug avoidance self-efficacy, information was also 

obtained from students on their drug taking behaviour. In the chart below, 

time series data on the proportion of students who admitted that they had 

taken drugs previously are presented for Tai Po students and non-Tai Po 

students, based on the 2008/09 School Survey, June 2010 survey, October 

2010 pre-survey and June 2011 post-survey.  

12.2 For Tai Po students, it may be seen from the chart below that the 

percentage who admitted to have abused drugs has decreased steadily from 

5.6% in 2008/09 to 3.4% in June 2010, 1.9% in October 2010 and slightly 

increased to 2.5% in June 2011. For non-Tai Po students, however, the 

percentage who admitted to have abused drugs increased significantly from 

1.6% in October 2010 to 4% in June 2011, after decreasing steadily from 

4.9% in 2008/09 to 3.2% in June 2010 and 1.6% in October 2010. 

12.3 An analysis of the changes in drug taking behaviour between October 
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2010 and June 2011 for Tai Po students and non-Tai Po students is depicted in 

the chart below. It may be of interest to note that, based on students’ 

self-reports on their drug taking behaviour during the 6 months prior to the 

survey period (i.e. October 2010 and June 2011), while only 1% of Tai Po 

students admitted to have started taking drugs during the 6 months before 

June 2011, 2.4% of non-Tai Po students admitted to have started taking drugs 

during the 6 months before June 2011. Apparently, the Scheme might have a 

deterrent effect on the drug abuse behaviour of Tai Po students.  

Apr 2010 Sep 2010 Dec 2010 May2011

Oct 2010 Jun 2011

0.9% 
students 
had taken 
drugs

In Tai Po

Outside Tai Po

1.0% students 
started to take 
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0.2% students 
continued to take drugs

0.7% students d
take drugs

id not 

0.6% 
students 
had taken 
drugs

2.4% students 
started to take 
drugs

0.5% students did not 
take drugs

0.1% students 
continued to take drugs

Matched 
Data

12.4 The increase in the percentage of students who admitted to have 

abused drugs in June 2011 as compared with that in October 2010 is indeed a 

cause for concern, even though the rate of increase is much lower for Tai Po 

students, as compared with non-Tai Po students. A few of Tai Po school 

principals in Tai Po cautioned that although the number of students seeking 

help from the CCPSA in Tai Po had decreased, this might not mean that the 

drug abuse situation had become less serious. As far as they knew, some 

students who had previously abused drugs continued to do so, not openly in 
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schools or on the streets, but in their homes or places not visited by social 

workers. Drug abuse was not only talked about among some students, but had 

also become a trend frequently discussed online. A few of Tai Po teachers 

reckoned that drug abuse by students was still quite serious. The actual 

number of students abusing drugs might be greater than what was known to 

teachers. 

 

 

 

12.5 Social workers interviewed in the course of the study also shared 

similar views. A number of them pointed out that anti-drug measures taken 

by Government, including the Police, were effective in changing the drug 

abuse patterns of students. Students had refrained from abusing drugs in 

popular spots like party places and public areas like parks or even schools. 

Unlike in the past few years, it was currently difficult to find young people 

hanging around in public areas like parks talking about or even abusing 

drugs. 

12.6 However, this did not mean that the drug abuse situations had 

improved a lot. Several social workers were of the view that from their 

contacts with students who had or suspected to have unruly and delinquent 

behaviour, many of them were still abusing drugs. These students could have 

access to drugs easily through various channels other than previously popular 

places like Shenzhen. Students were now taking drugs at home or in hidden 

places like vacant flats in housing estates.  

12.7 Several social workers of CCPSA outside Tai Po also remarked that 

their case load had not decreased even though the number of CCPSA was 

increased, besides, with increased publicity, more students were aware that 

drug abuse was illegal. Some of these students were as a result less willing to 

disclose their drug abuse behaviour to social workers, or discussed this 
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openly with classmates and friends, for fear that the case would be reported to 

schools or the police.  In case they had health problems, they might choose to 

attend private clinics, rather than going to public hospitals, on the belief the 

private doctors would not report their cases to the police. As a result, the 

number of student drug abusers discovered and referred to social workers by 

say schools had decreased. 

 

 

 

12.8 Several stakeholders including Tai Po students and their parents, 

medical practitioners and educationalists interviewed in course of the study 

also shared the views of social workers. They believed that the drug abuse 

pattern of youth had changed, partly in response to anti-drug measures of the 

Government, especially the Police. For example, young drug abusers would 

only take drugs in private places (e.g. at home or friends' home when their 

parents were out at work) rather than in public areas. Given the huge profit 

generated from the selling drugs, drug traffickers would try different means 

to contact youth, especially those who were at risk, and supply them with 

drugs. It was also difficult for students to resist peer pressure when offered 

drugs. Youth, including students, usually abused drugs during school 

holidays. Unless they abused drugs for a long time and in large quantities, 

their drug abuse behaviour would not be easily noticed by their parents.  

12.9 For students who had participated in both the 2009/10 and 2010/11 

Schemes, it may be seen from the chart below that 2% admitted that they had 

abused drugs. For those who had not participated in both the 2009/10 and 

2010/11 Schemes, on the other hand, the percentage who had abused drugs 

was higher, at 3%.  
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12.10 In addition, for students who had participated in both the 2009/10 and 

2010/11 Schemes, 96% indicated that they would never abuse drugs in the 

coming 2 years. The corresponding percentage for those who had participated 

in the 2010/11 Scheme only was 95%. However, for those who had not 

participated in both the 2009/10 and 2010/11 Schemes, the percentage who 

indicated that they would never abuse drugs in the coming 2 years was lower 

at 94%.  
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next two years
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