
How can one seek help?  
Will the case be kept 
confidential?

How to say NO to cannabis?
How can I tell if my friends, 
children or students are 
taking cannabis?

What is the penalty?
Will Government legalise 
cannabis?

What is the penalty?
Will Government legalise 
cannabis?

Cannabis and all products containing 
cannabis or controlled cannabinoids (e.g. 
THC) are controlled under the Dangerous 
Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134).

Cannabis is a drug.  The United Nations 
requires strict control on the production, 
manufacture, export, import, use and 
possession, etc. of cannabis.

With all the harmful effects of cannabis 
and international regulatory requirements, 
the Government will not legalise cannabis, 
including the so-called "recreational" use 
of cannabis (which generally refers to the 
non-medical use of cannabis).

Severe maximum penalty for trafficking 
and illicit consumption:

A few overseas jurisdictions have legalised 
the "recreational" use of cannabis.  Some 
justifications given by these jurisdictions 
include –

  (b) providing for legal production of
          cannabis to reduce illicit cannabis
          activities

  (a) generating tax revenue from
          legalised cannabis sale for funding
          government programmes

  (c) reclaiming most of the cannabis
          trade from organised crime groups

  (e) protecting the health of young
          persons by restricting their access
          to cannabis

  (d) alleviating the court’s workload
          arising from cannabis offences

 (b) Illegal possession or consumption:
          7-year imprisonment and $1 million
          fine

 (a) Trafficking: Life imprisonment and
          $5 million fine

A few tips to say NO to cannabis (and 
indeed any drugs) if you are asked to try it –

What should I do if I know 
someone is selling cannabis 
or cannabis products?

Note the warning signs for cannabis use –
   •   Having strong smell (usually stronger
        than cigarette smoke)
   •   Staring blankly
   •   Giggling without reasons
   •   Having red, bloodshot eyes

   •   Change in mood
   •   Using incense and other deodorisers
        to cover strong body smell
   •   Staying in bathrooms for a long time
   •   Having drug-related items such as
        bong, grinder, pipes and roll papers
        in rooms

For Parents: signs that your kids may be 
taking cannabis –

Seek help from – 

Information is kept strictly confidential.

Report drug crimes  – 

For more information about cannabis, 
please visit our website at
www.nd.gov.hk/en/cannabis/furtherinfo_eng.htm.

Find an excuse 
("Sorry, I have to go 

now!")

Talk about the harmful 
consequences of drug abuse

Or just simply say 
"NO!"

Counter-propose 
("Drug is harmful. 
Let’s go jogging!") 

Points (a) to (d) above are not pertinent 
considerations in Hong Kong’s context.  
In fact we consider that the claimed 
"benefits" cannot outweigh the harms 
brought to society by cannabis abuse.

As regards point (e), the International 
Narcotics Control Board has pointed out 
that in reality, substantial numbers of 
licensed cannabis businesses are selling 
cannabis to young people.

•   24-hour Anti-drug Hotline:

•   WhatsApp/WeChat
     Help-seeking
     Instant Messaging:

  •   Police drug reporting hotline:

  •   Customs and Excise Department:


