1 Executlve Summary

HEER

E_EE2LH > HEEHRSEHRE
MR EFEBAEE I 2.6%F 13 591
A (EXNFEABA 13252 A)H#
B_EEX_FREIZIRRFAK
TPt EBER -  (k la)

—F-RATFTHEIFEREH &L
FHRANEIAMEELAZE - £
—E2EEF  AMAES 2999
A ZHEMBENT 37% 0 B g%
EHBRABRAEALZTLFE R H
BEN - (kla)

E_FEHE HARERRF
HH) R F R MR 34 R e
EHe Faaase —+—
RUAT RFHMEBLRFEABY
tefl 0 BB EL 15% FEE
tHEW 2% WERFEFREL
HPHERARFEFN 1T R -
(% la)

E_EEtH FABKERRH
FR_F—BRURTREELEE X
BREFHFEES> A 18 & 15
& (& 11)

&%Lﬁ?%%t%’ﬁiﬁﬁ
REGBEAANBE_FTTLHFT
FE 7 419 A (R 54. 9/@@%&£$&
REHF) - BR EERBRRAL
TN E LR AR LA
MEFE AHMARKEEZEFZ

Summary Findings

The total number of reported drug
abusers in 2007 picked up by 2.6% to
13591 (as against 13252 in 2006),
reversing the downward trend in the
reported number since 2002. (Table
l1a)

There was a worrying rising trend for
young drug abusers aged under 21 in
recent years, with 2999 in 2007, an
increase of 37% in three years. This
has contributed to the reversal in the
total number of drug abusers in 2007.
(Table 1a)

While the mean age of all reported drug
abusers remained at 34 in 2007, their
overall age profile is, however,
becoming younger, with the proportion
of those aged under 21 as against the
total rising from 15% in 2004 to 22% in
2007. The mean age of reported young
drug abusers remained at 17 in recent
years. (Table 1a)

The mean age of first abuse of all
reported drug abusers and young drug
abusers under 21 was 18 and 15
respectively.  (Table 11)

Continuing with the past declining
trend, the number of reported heroin
abusers in 2007 fell to 7419 (54.9% of
reported drug abusers). Conversely,
the number of reported psychotropic
substance abusers continued its rising
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trend and reached a record high at 7 908
(58.6%) in 2007. 2007 indeed saw the
number of reported abusers taking
psychotropic substances having
overtaken the number of those taking
traditional drugs or opiates (mainly
heroin), the first time ever recorded.
(Table 1d)

Among psychotropic substances,
ketamine (30.1% of drug abusers)
remained the most commonly abused
type. Declines in the number of abusers
taking ecstasy and cannabis were
observed in 2006 and 2007. On the
contrary, there was a significant increase
in numbers taking ice and cocaine since
2004.  (Table 1d)

Among young reported drug abusers
aged under 21, ketamine was the most
popular drug of abuse (80.3% of young
reported drug abusers), followed by
ecstasy (21.2%), ice (13.7%), cannabis
(12.2%) and cocaine (12.0%). (Table
1d)

Both the number and proportion of
newly reported drug abusers among all
abusers rose in 2007. (Table 1b)

1 468 drug abusers were reported to
have taken drugs in the Mainland
(mainly in Shenzhen) in 2007, being
7.0% higher than that in 2006.
Among them, 505 were aged under 21,
being 7.3% lower than that in 2006.
(Table 1f)

Regarding the locality of drug abuse,
home and recreation area/public
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garden/public toilet topped the list.
Some 76.6% of reported adult drug
abusers aged 21 and over were reported
to have taken drugs at home/friend’s
home in 2007 and 36.3% at recreation
area/public garden/public toilet. As for
drug abusers aged under 21, 59.8% were
reported to have taken drugs at
home/friend’s home, 40.8% at
karaoke/disco (63.8% in 2006). (Table

lg)

Taking more than one type of drugs has
become one common phenomenon
among drug abusers nowadays. A
multiple drug abuser is defined to be a
person who is reported to have taken
more than one type of drugs in a given
year, irrespective of whether the drugs
were taken concurrently on one

occasion or not.

The proportion of reported multiple
drug abusers has been increasing over
the years, reached 31.9% in 2006, but
fell to 26.4% in 2007. The majority of
them abused two types of drugs at the
same time. (Table 1c)

Nearly half of the reported drug abusers
were unemployed, over 40% were
employed and 6.0% were students.
(Table 1j)
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II. #&—%

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
R 2R &
N 16992 16314 18335 18513 17966 15790 14854 14115 13252 13591
DI EfR 34 35 32 33 34 34 35 35 34 34
HE 14 838 14147 15355 15640 14780 13272 12200 11449 10706 11 125
WA EHI 1574 873 86.7 837 845 823 841 821 81.1 808 819
AL 35 36 34 34 35 36 36 37 36 35
I 2154 2167 2980 2873 3186 2518 2654 2666 2546 2466
AT BRI ET 77 127 133 163 155 177 159 179 189 19.2 181
DL EfR 27 28 25 26 27 28 28 28 27 28
TN ERA 0 2841 2482 4020 3902 3002 2207 2186 2278 2578 2999
WA EHI 1574 16.7 152 219 211 167 140 147 161 195 221
DL EfR 18 18 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17
EHRE AL 3417 3135 5395 5644 5241 4444 3760 3725 3517 4179
WA EHI 1574 201 192 294 305 292 281 253 264 265 307
LG 24 25 23 23 24 25 24 23 23 23
R R R

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
() #2HA AR R R
N 15746 15203 16424 16333 15939 13960 14527 13931 13174 13504
Q) BRI AR
N 13588 13003 12188 11575 11826 10357 10147 9757 8118 7419
1 (1) HIET7E 8.3 8.5 742 709 742 742 698 700 616 549
() W EHEREFEGMELE
PN 3412 3549 5561 6022 5581 5219 6196 6335 7402 7908
1 (1) HIETFE 21.7 233 339 369 350 374 427 455 562 58.6
e R B G
1 (1) HIETZHE - 0.2 9.8 168 169 140 17.8 151 234  30.1
B R R = M R L Te b
1 (1) HIETZE 5.7 6.1 5.6 5.5 78 11.2 121 146 169 13.6
BB RIKE
1 (1) HIETZE 6.0 6.7 59 5.8 3.8 4.1 4.4 54 6.5 8.2
B BB RN H
1 (1) HIET7E 0.4 23 142 139 8.6 7.0 88 122 116 6.8
e SSYNIE
1 (1) HIET7E 8.9 8.5 8.7 7.5 8.1 7.5 7.7 8.2 7.4 5.8
B2 R AR
1 (1) HIETE 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.7 1.4 2.7 5.3
i R R EEH
1 (1) #IEIE 1.8 1.9 1.9 1.8 2.4 3.9 4.5 5.1 5.7 4.5
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II. Highlights at a Glance

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
All reported drug abusers
No. 16992 16314 18335 18513 17966 15790 14854 14115 13252 13591
Mean age 34 35 32 33 34 34 35 35 34 34
Male 14 838 14147 15355 15640 14780 13272 12200 11449 10706 11 125
% of all 87.3 86.7 83.7 84.5 82.3 84.1 82.1 81.1 80.8 81.9
Mean age 35 36 34 34 35 36 36 37 36 35
Female 2154 2167 2980 2873 3186 2518 2654 2666 2546 2466
% of all 12.7 13.3 16.3 15.5 17.7 15.9 17.9 18.9 19.2 18.1
Mean age 27 28 25 26 27 28 28 28 27 28
;g;‘g“fnzz?g‘f 2841 2482 4020 3902 3002 2207 2186 2278 2578 2999
% of all 16.7 15.2 21.9 21.1 16.7 14.0 14.7 16.1 19.5 22.1
Mean age 18 18 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17
Igzvsvgﬁsrep"“ed 3417 3135 5395 5644 5241 4444 3760 3725 3517 4179
% of all 20.1 19.2 294 30.5 29.2 28.1 25.3 26.4 26.5 30.7
Mean age 24 25 23 23 24 25 24 23 23 23
Common drugs abused

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
(1) Reported drug abusers with type of drugs reported
No. 15746 15203 16424 16333 15939 13960 14527 13931 13174 13504
(2) Reported heroin abusers
No. 13588 13003 12188 11575 11826 10357 10147 9757 8118 7419
% of (1) 86.3 85.5 74.2 70.9 74.2 74.2 69.8 70.0 61.6 54.9
(3) Reported psychotropic substance abusers
No. 3412 3549 5561 6022 5581 5219 6196 6335 7402 7908
% of (1) 21.7 23.3 33.9 36.9 35.0 37.4 42.7 45.5 56.2 58.6
Reported ketamine abusers
% of (1) - 0.2 9.8 16.8 16.9 14.0 17.8 15.1 23.4 30.1
Reported triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers
% of (1) 5.7 6.1 5.6 5.5 7.8 11.2 12.1 14.6 16.9 13.6
Reported methylamphetamine (ice) abusers
% of (1) 6.0 6.7 5.9 5.8 3.8 4.1 4.4 54 6.5 8.2
Reported MDMA (ecstasy) abusers
% of (1) 0.4 2.3 14.2 13.9 8.6 7.0 8.8 12.2 11.6 6.8
Reported cannabis abusers
% of (1) 8.9 8.5 8.7 7.5 8.1 7.5 7.7 8.2 7.4 5.8
Reported cocaine abusers
% of (1) 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.7 1.4 2.7 53
Reported cough medicine abusers
% of (1) 1.8 1.9 1.9 1.8 2.4 3.9 4.5 5.1 5.7 4.5




