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Major Comparison with Previous Year
(Tables 1a,1b, 2a, 2b and 4a)

3.1 In 2008, there were 14 175 reported

drug abusers in total, representing an
increase of 584 persons or 4.3% compared

with that of 2007.

3.2 of
abusers continued to decline, to 7 243 in
2008, 2.4% lower than that of 2007. Its
proportion in total number of reported drug
abusers fell from 54.9% in 2007 to 51.2% in
2008.

The number reported heroin

3.3

reported psychotropic substance abusers as a

On the contrary, the number of

whole continued to rise, by 398 (or 5.0%), to
8306 in 2008. Its
continued to rise slightly from 58.6% in
2007 to 58.7% in 2008.

proportion  also

3.4
abusers aged under 21 rose by 14.4% from
2999 in 2007 to 3 430 in 2008, which was
mainly contributed by the increase of 249 (or
18.3%) of 18-20. The

proportion of reported young drug abusers

The number of reported young drug

those aged

rose continuously from 22.1% to 24.2%.

3.5
abusers was 33 in 2008, which was lower
than that of 34 in 2007.

abusers, the mean age remained at 17.

The mean age of all reported drug

For the young drug
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3.6 The number of reported female drug
abusers was 2900 in 2008, 17.6% higher
than that of 2007.

Newly / Previously
Abusers (Table 1b)

Reported Drug

3.7 The number of newly reported
persons increased by 10.6% from 4 179 in
2007 to 4621 in 2008, while that of
previously reported persons increased by
1.5% to stand at 9554 in 2008. As a
percentage of all reported drug abusers, the
proportion of newly reported persons further
rose to 32.6% in 2008.

H 3.1 BERAHNINFH_FFLtREANFEREBERRRERAE
Chart 3.1 Newly/previously reported drug abusers in 2007 and 2008 by age group
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Previously reported

Newly reported persons

Age and Sex (Table la)

3.8 Of all 14 175 reported drug abusers
reported in 2008, 25.4% were aged 21-30,
21.2% aged 31-40, 11.3% aged 18-20, 7.8%
aged 16-17 and only 5.1% aged 12-15.

Their mean age was 33.  Comparing
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B 3.2

between the male and the female, the
proportion of female abusers aged 30 or
below was 66.1% while the corresponding

proportion of male abusers was only 45.3%.

3.9

abusers (80%) were males.

The majority of reported drug
Reported male
drug abusers, with a mean age of 35, were
elder than their female

in  general

counterparts (with a mean age of 27).
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Chart 3.2 Age distribution of drug abusers of both sexes in 2008

fE@IEAT  Age group

00% — —
8% 2 sl 41-50
e | R
16 % 41-50 31-40
60% |-
31-40
30 % 21-30
40%
24 % 21-30 T
14 % 18-20
L]
e 1820 2 i TR
T 16-17
0% EREEEE 5, 12-15 o 12-15
F 1 Male 1 Female
YRERERER (£1) Age of First Abuse (Table 1i)
3.10 & 353%8h 4% ZHRRF H R 3.10 About 35.3% of reported drug abusers

M/ 12 2 15 ARz HHAERF
204%4 16 £ 17 Rz > 21.8%%
18 2 20 R =M > 11.3%4 21 & 25
Rz H84%R 2.8%% B £ 25
RZIBER 12 RZAT - FRAMEZRR
EFER T —RUATHEFHRIR
REHEEGRRFNFHFES A
18 3% & 15 % -

claimed to have started drug abuse at the age
between 12 and 15, 20.4% between 16 and
17, 21.8% between 18 and 20, 11.3% between
21 and 25, and the remaining 8.4% and 2.8%
at the age over 25 and below 12 respectively.
The mean age of first abuse of all reported
abusers and youngsters under 21 was 18 and

15 respectively.
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Type of Drugs Abused (Table 1d)

3.11 In 2008, 51.2% of drug abusers were
Other
commonly abused drugs were ketamine
(35.6%), ice (9.6%), triazolam/midazolam/
zopiclone (9.5%), ecstasy (5.6%), cannabis
(5.4%) and cocaine (4.8%).

reported to have abused heroin.

3.12 Among reported young drug abusers

aged under 21, ketamine was the most
popular drug of abuse and was taken by
85.4% of reported young drug abusers in
2008. This was followed by ecstasy
(15.6%), ice (14.9%) cocaine (9.3%) and
cannabis (9.0%). Males and females had the

same top three popular drugs of abuse.

3.13 Among adult reported drug abusers
aged 21 and over, heroin was the most
common type of drugs abused (66.9%),

followed by ketamine (19.8%) and
triazolam/midazolam /zopiclone (12.2%).
3.14 Ketamine has remained the most

common psychotropic substance of abuse
since 2001 and has been on a rising trend in
recent years. Declines in the number of
abusers taking ecstasy and cannabis were
observed in 2007 and 2008. On the
contrary, there was significant increase in
numbers taking ice and cocaine since 2004.

-19 -
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Chart 3.3 Common type of drugs abused by reported drug abusers in 2008 by age group
by sex
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Note:  An individual drug abuser may abuse more than one type of drugs concurrently in a given year.
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Method of Taking Drugs (7able 3d)

3.15 Abusers of opiates and psychotropic
substances have different habit with regard to
the method of taking drugs. While
injection was the more popular method of
taking heroin and triazolam/midazolam/
zopiclone (taken by over half of the
concerned abusers in 2008), sniffing was the
single most popular method of taking
ketamine (91.4% of ketamine abusers), fume
inhaling was the more common method of
taking ice (73.8% of ice abusers), oral
ingestion was almost the only method of
taking ecstasy (98.2% of ecstasy abusers),
and smoking was the more common method
of taking cannabis and cocaine for both
cannabis and cocaine abusers (77.3% of

cannabis abusers and 42.5% of cocaine
abusers).
Place of abusing drugs  (7Table If)

3.16 Great majority of reported drug
abusers took drugs in Hong Kong. In 2008,
1214 persons (or 8.8% of reported drug
abusers) were reported to have taken drugs in
the Mainland (mainly in Shenzhen), being
17.3% lower than that in 2007. Among
them, 431 (12.7% of young drug abusers)
were aged under 21, being 14.7% lower than
that in 2007.

Locality of abusing drugs (Table 1g)

3.17 Regarding the locality of drug abuse,
home and recreation area/public garden/
79.5% of

reported adult drug abusers aged 21 and over

public toilet topped the list.

were reported to have taken drugs at
home/friend’s home in 2008 and 34.8% at

recreation area/public garden/public toilet.
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As for drug abusers aged under 21, 67.7%
were reported to have taken drugs at
home/friend’s home (59.8% in 2007)*, 41.1%
at recreation area/public garden/public toilet
(38.8% in 2007) and 33.5% at karaoke/disco
(40.8% in 2007).

*  Most of those young drug abusers taking drugs at
home or at friend’s home also took drug
elsewhere, such as entertainment venues. The
proportion of those only taking drugs at home or
at friend’s home was 21.2% and 25.6% in 2007
and 2008 respectively.

H 3.4 HERANINTH_FFER_FENFHERBELRRF LA
Chart 3.4 Locality of abusing drugs of reported drug abusers in 2007 and 2008 by age

group
R o 70 —+—8RELF Aged under 21

Locality of abusing drugs : :

R kg T T T, AN

Home/friend’s home BN ‘ ...... SESPE ‘ ] ‘. o
RARHE /A /AR 388% | | |
Recreation area/public garden/public toilet f[.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. @ - nr sttt ] 41.1% | !
| | | |
H+E / FH OK 408% | | |
Disco/Karaoke |- - ---° T PP " | 33,5%; ‘ ‘ ‘
BT @bﬁ% | | | | | |
Electronic game centre |J.".".". }'M’ | | | | | |
G IR 1 SRR G 2227 T | | | | | |
Party gathering in club house/building/hotel/bar |-~ - - B ° : : : : : :
T ORI | I RTINS | P70 | | | | ‘ |

= = =
Non-party gathering in club house/building/hotel/bar |.—.".". 6.5% | | | | : 2007 |
| | | | | | |
mBELE / HEIE %4.8%\ | | | | 1 |
Caénienet cafe o] 52% | | | o 2008
AR /R | L (7 25 | | | | | | |
Apartment/bungalow/rental area |- 2% | | | | | |
BREERRES) A | | | | | | |
School (include school hostel) e : : : : : : :
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

-22 -



—EENFHIRREZHHR

Characteristics of Reported Drug Abusers in 2008

B 34 (8) 5N TH—FFLtR-_FENFHERRFARRF LI H

Chart 3.4
(Cont’d) group

W R E Al
Locality of abusing drugs

Locality of abusing drugs of reported drug abusers in 2007 and 2008 by age

—+—& LA E Aged 21 and above

R | IR

Home/friend’s home [ - - -

R 1 ABE 7 N

Recreation area/public garden/public toilet

Byt / RhL OK

Disco/Karaoke

A IRIE /IS /OB TR &

Party gathering in club house/building/hotel/bar
BT O

Electronic game centre

R IKE /S L EEASTRIRRE S S
Non-party gathering in club house/building/hotel/bar
HHE 7 YRz / HE

Apartment/bungalow/rental area

MRS / A

Café/Internet café

.................................................................................... i
777 36.3% 1
[34.8% |

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
o |
; 2007
|
; 2008
|
|
|
|
|
:
0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

AR (EEIR R A RO R AT — e -

%

Note:  More than one locality may be reported for each individual drug abuser in a given year.
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Reason for Current Drug Abuse (Table 1h)

3.18 The reported drug abusers gave
various reasons for their current drug use.
The four popular reasons cited in descending
order, were “peer influence” (50.1% of
reported drug abusers), “relief of boredom”
(44.1%), “avoid discomfort of its absence”
(34.9%) and “curiosity” (34.6%).

3.19 Among those reported young abusers
aged under 21, “peer influence” (63.8% of
reported young drug abusers) topped the list,
followed by “curiosity” (45.2%) and “relief of
boredom” (43.9%).

-23-



—EFENEHRERBEEZTHHHY Characteristics of Reported Drug Abusers in 2008

® 3.5 —EFENFHERBRFAAHFERFELRE

Chart 3.5 Reason for current drug use of reported drug abusers in 2008
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Note:  More than one reason may be reported for each individual drug abuser in a given year.

FEKRA (£ 1)) Activity Status (Table 1))

3.20 # 45.9%8h % H H Ak 2R 3.20 About 45.9% of reported drug abusers
AKX EAL B 321%% 42T were unemployed at the time of report.
AN 98N /BT AR 6.6% Another 32.1% were full-time workers, 9.8%

Lt o MmBEA K EIRFEFRE being casual/part-time workers and 6.6% being

Heytb 5l B KR % 0 3E 263% o students. Among reported young drug
abusers, the proportion of students was quite
high, at 26.3%.

-4 -
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Educational Attainment (Table 1k)

3.21 More than half (54.4%) of reported
drug abusers in 2008 had attained lower
secondary education, another 22.9% primary
education, 20.0% upper secondary and 1.1%

tertiary education.

Ethnicity (Table 11)

3.22 Chinese has always been the dominant
ethnic group of reported drug abusers, at 94.6%
of drug abusers in 2008. Other minority
ethnic groups drug abusers reported included
Vietnamese (2.3%), Nepalese (1.4%) and
Indian/Pakistani/ Bangladeshi/Sri Lankan (0.6%)

in descending order.

Marital Status (Table 1m)

3.23 About 60.6% of reported drug abusers
were single, 29.3% married or cohabiting,
9.4% divorced or separated and the remaining
0.7% widowed.

similar patterns of marital status.

Males and females had

Whether Partner Took Drugs (7able 1m)

3.24 Of those married or cohabiting, 15.8%
reported that their partners also abused drugs.
The proportion of reported female abusers with
partners also abusing drugs was 44.6%, much
higher than that of male abusers (at 8.5%).

=25 -
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District of Residence (7Tuble In)

3.25 Sham Shui Po (11.0%), Kwun Tong
(9.3%), Yau Tsim Mong (9.2%) and Yuen Long
(9.1%) were the top four districts with reported
drug abusers residing there. For young drug
abusers aged under 21, Yuen Long (11.8%), the
North (11.4%) and Kwai Tsing (8.5%) were the

three major districts.

Type of Quarters (Table 10)

3.26 More than half (57.6%) of reported
drug abusers resided in public and aided rental
blocks, 38.2% in private housing and 2.9% in

home ownership estates.

Whether Previously Convicted (7able Ip)

3.27 About three quarters (73.3%) of reported
drug abusers in 2008 were reported to be
previously  convicted, comprising only
drug-related offences (17.6%), only other
offences (14.6%) and both drug-related and
other offences (40.2%).

previously convicted abusers among reported

The proportion of

adult abusers aged 21 and over was 83.6%,
higher than that among their younger

counterparts aged under 21 (39.9%).

- 26 -



