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Characteristics of Newly and Previously Reported

Drug Abusers in 2008
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4.1 Of all 14 175 drug abusers reported in
2008, 4 179 or 32.6% were reported for the
first time in the year (or newly reported) and
the remaining 9 554 (67.4%) were previously
reported. The proportion of newly reported
drug abusers among young drug abusers under
21 was much higher, at 70.0%, as compared
against 20.7% among reported adult abusers
aged 21 and over. A comparison of the
characteristics between newly and previously
reported drug abusers is given in the ensuing

paragraphs.
Sources of Reported Drug Abusers
4.2 For newly

reported drug abusers,

enforcement  departments and  youth
outreaching teams of NGOs were the two
major sources of reporting in 2008, taking up
551% and 28.1%

concerned drug abusers.

respectively of the

4.3

abusers, enforcement departments, methadone

For those previously reported drug

clinics and drug treatment and rehabilitation
centres / counselling centres for psychotropic
substance abusers of NGOs were the top
three major sources of reporting in 2008,
taking up 48.0%, 47.3% and 22.6%

respectively of the concerned drug abusers.
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Chart4.1 Newly/previously reported drug abusers in 2008 by type of reporting agency
24 Reporting agency BREEHRAL LAk ZHRAL
Newly reported Previously reported
A#No. | % A3 No. %
i A SE# All ages
#iLEBFY  Enforcement departments 2 546 55.1 4 588 48.0
EVERZ2AT  Methadone clinics 246 5.3 4518 473
FEBURFH RS R AR (R RS o LA TR 1 )&
A 629 13.6 2162 22.6
Drug treatment and rehabilitation centres / Counselling Centres
for Psychotropic Substance Abusers of NGOs
FEBUREERERY S A FESMER Youth outreaching teams of NGOs 1299 28.1 807 8.4
B bTE RS T Y E R 2 A b2 P
Substance Abuse Clinics under Hospital Authority, and other 139 3.0 222 2.3
hospitals / clinics
=+ —% X F Aged under 21
#EEFT  Enforcement departments 991 41.3 270 26.2
EVERZ2AT  Methadone clinics 30 1.2 9 0.9
IR A TR R AR (R AR o L RS 1 )5
A 374 15.6 191 18.6
Drug treatment and rehabilitation centres / Counselling Centres
for Psychotropic Substance Abusers of NGOs
FEBUTHERERT S D E41ERZ Youth outreaching teams of NGOs 1090 45.4 610 59.3
e REE T Y E R 2 AR b2 P
Substance Abuse Clinics under Hospital Authority, and other 45 1.9 17 1.7
hospitals / clinics

HE

Notes :

(AR, 75 E SR Y FTRE IR 26 7Y (] 2 b i R -

An individual drug abuser may be reported by more than one agency in a given year.

(1) BFIEEEEGEE - EEENL & EZE N oL RE -

Figures include Hong Kong Police Force, Correctional Services Department and Probation Office under Social

Welfare Department.

F#for R (& 2a)

44 EREEHRRFHGKIR
REHZWF®HSHTBEARE ATH A
WF H(52.0%) 8y F# £ 21 RAT A
H=sn2— (33.0%) /% 21 £ 30
R BEFHNADE»Z—21.7%) 8
WA F 21 2 30 RARAH =z =
(67.5% )4 31 RAUXE - BEXR#%EZE
REFHGFHFEH 23R Y
R EEA BROECHEIRRF
EBA/FE -

-28 -

Age and Sex (Table 2a)

4.4 The age distribution of newly
reported drug abusers was quite different to
that of previously reported ones. More than

half (52.0%) of the former were aged under
21 and about one-third (33.0%) were aged
21-30, whereas about one-fifth (21.7%) of
the latter were aged 21-30 and about
two-thirds were aged 31 and over. Newly
reported drug abusers, with a mean age of
23, were in general much younger than their
previously reported counterparts (with a

mean age of 38).
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Chart4.2 Newly/previously reported drug abusers in 2008 by specific age group
SE@HEB]  Age group
100%
:>:>:>:>:>:=fff}>:>:>:>:>:> i
Sannnn L Lannnna]  31.40 251
80% |-
33% 2130 41-50
60% |-
T
. 31-40
40% | 22% 18- 20
H
LI
| oo e 2 BT
13% 1215 s % 15020
0% W3%W‘/ 12-15'
EHARW RN R AL EE UGN
Newly reported drug abusers Previously reported drug abusers
HE . r AR 1%
Note : Percentage is 1%.
4.5 LAMWRN A @ L EE RE 4.5 Regarding sex distribution, 32.5% of
ZHRBEFE 325% LG IMBRE newly reported drug abusers were female,
F A E LB BAE RE 14.7%- while the respective proportion among
previously reported abusers was lower, only
at 14.7%.
ERRRFLHFER (£2d) Age of First Abuse (Table 2d)
4.6 CHERODBRFEZBRTHY 4.6 Previously reported drug abusers on
# 0 A 17 REY S mE= %ﬁi}_%’c average started to abuse drugs at an earlier

£ EE - L 20 REHES -

HRRGFLHER (X2D)
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age, at 17; while those newly reported ones
later, at 20.

Type of Drugs Abused (7Table 2b)

4.7
in 2008, the most commonly abused type of

Among newly reported drug abusers

drugs was ketamine (67.8%), followed by ice
(12.8%) and heroin (12.0%).
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48 ENLEEHRERNIBRFH T 4.8 As for previously reported drug
RERBREGFLERA L RSB R abusers, heroin was the dominant type of
(70.1%) » H %k A “K 4+7(20.1%) & “ & drugs abused (70.1%), followed by

INTF7CEHRE(12.9%) -

ketamine (20.1%) and triazolam/midazolam/
zopiclone (12.9%).

B 4.3 —EENFEREHEIRREHF FRRGF AR
Chart4.3 Common type of drugs abused by newly/previously reported drug abusers in
2008
%
90
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Zopiclone Common type of drugs abused
RAERRFRRE (£ 2) Reason for Current Drug Abuse (Table 2c)
49 BRHRERRFHZATRR & 4.9  For newly reported drug abusers, the
L ERTRE A | - o] three most common reasons for current drug
S ERABE” (53.8%) “H A use were “peer influence” (53.8%),

F7 (45.8%)F0 “ME” (38.0%) °

410 ERNGHERRFH BAER
RHEa=ZMERFRLER > 25 &
REREMADE" 483%) - A
(47.0%)F0 “@ % B A H BB F &R

B KRB (43.5%) -
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“curiosity” (45.8%) and “relief of boredom”
(38.0%).

4.10

the three most common reasons for current

As for previously reported persons,

drug use were “peer influence” (48.3%),
“relief of boredom” (47.0%) and “avoid
discomfort of its absence” (43.5%).
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Economic Activity Status (Table 2e)

4.11
37.7%

unemployed,

Of all newly reported drug abusers,
workers, 32.1%
and 8.6%
Among previously

full-time
15.4%

casual/part-time workers.

WEre

students

reported persons, the proportion of the
unemployed was much higher, at 52.4%.
Another 29.5% were full-time workers, 10.4%

casual/part-time workers and 2.5% students.

Educational Attainment (7able 2f)

4.12 A greater
reported drug

proportion of newly
abusers attained higher
educational level, with 57.8% being lower
secondary, 30.4% upper secondary, 1.9%
and 9.1%

Only 0.7% had no schooling or

tertiary  education primary
education.

at kindergarten level.

4.13 For
29.4% had primary education, 52.9% lower

previously reported abusers,
secondary, 15.1% upper secondary, 0.7%
tertiary education and 1.9% no schooling or
kindergarten.
Marital Status (Table 2g)

4.14 Some 83.8% of newly reported drug
abusers were never married while the
respective  proportion among previously
at 49.9%.
Married and cohabiting persons took up
13.5% of the former group and 36.6% of the

latter group, while the widowed, divorced or

reported persons was lower,

separated altogether took up 2.7% of the
former group and 13.5% of the latter group.
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4.15 Of those married or cohabiting newly
reported abusers, 27.3% reported that their
partners also abused drugs, which was higher
than that of the previously reported abusers
with drug taking partner (at 13.9%). For
the married or cohabiting males, 14.1% of
the newly reported abusers were with drug
taking partner which was higher than that of
the previously reported abusers with drug
taking partner (at 8.0%).
cohabiting females, the

38.0% of the newly reported

For the married or
situation  was
reversed.
abusers were with drug taking partner, which
was lower than that of the previously
reported abusers with drug taking partner (at

48.6%).



