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On the occasion of the 35t Anniversary of the Action RERFHHZAG=THRELS  EHRE
Committee Against Narcotics, it gives me great pleasure to ZAGIHRZR > AABEELAFL TER
congratulate the Chairman and members on a job well done. i E K

[ would like to take the opportunity to pay tribute to the
pioneers who contributed to the success of the Committee.
To the first Chairman, Sir Albert Rodrigues, credit must be
given for having made a good start by laying down the
guidelines on how to approach and tackle the problem of
drug abuse in our community. Then, in 1973, Mr. (later
Sir) Donald Luddington, as Secretary for Chinese Affairs
and ex-officio member, further strengthened the Committee
to make it more representative by appointing more
Government and non-government members. Another step
forward was the setting up of the Narcotics Division to serve
the Committee. Successive Commissioners, Mr. E. I. Lee,
Mr. G. Mortimer and Mr. G. Mulloy, all made their marks
by becoming experts in the field, achieving results which

attracted the attention of other territories in the region. Of
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the original members on the Committee, two deserved
special mention: Mr. Brook Bernacchi, Q.C. and the Rev.
Dr. Karl Stumpf, whose constructive criticisms and sound
advice were of great help. The baton has been passed to
others in similar capacities over the years and they have

carried on the work with similar energy and devotion.

Drug abuse is a chronic illness liable to relapse no matter
what treatment is applied, for which there is no easy cure.
But it is not just a medical problem. The difficulty is
compounded by other social, economic and psychological
factors. Itmust therefore be dealt with by a multi-disciplinary
approach. Fortunately, besides the Government departments
involved, the assistance of voluntary agencies such as Society
for the Aid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers is available.
The function of ACAN is to make policies and initiate
actions, to supervise and coordinate the efforts of Government
and non-government agencies involved, and to keep
Government informed of progress made. Its role is crucial
in the fight against an epidemic which has plagued many
countries in the world where a permissive society exists.
Hong Kong can be proud of its achievements thus far. I wish

you all every success.

Dr. Gerald Choa

Former Chairman
Action Committee Against Narcotics

(1985 t0 1992)
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