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MRS. REGINA IP,
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY

TTE LR B L L

On the occasion of the 35% Anniversary of the Action
Committee Against Narcotics (ACAN), I wish to pay tribute
to past and present members for their untiring efforts in

combating the menace of drugs.

HongKonghascomealongwayin the fightagainst narcotics.
Following the publication ofa White Paper on “The Problem
of Narcotic Drugs in Hong Kong” in 1959, the Government
appointed the Secretary for Chinese Affairs (SCA) to
coordinate anti-drug policies. In 1965, following the
recommendation of the SCA and the Discharged Prisoners
Aid Society, the Government set up an Action Committee
Against Narcotics, consisting of representatives of all
Government  departments and organizations  directly
concerned with Hong Kong’s narcotics problems, to promote
greater exchange of information and ideas, and cooperation.
In 1973, ACAN was reconstituted, with higher level and

more broad-based membership, as the sole source of advice
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to the Government on all aspects of its anti-narcotics strategjes.
A Commissioner for Narcotics post and a Narcotics Division
in the Security Bureau of the Government Secretariat were
created to formulate policies based on ACAN’s advice, and
coordinate work and cooperation between Government and
non-government organizations. The reconstituted ACAN
and its three Sub-committees have since been an invaluable
source of advice from both Government and non-government
organizations, academics, anti-drug workers and professionals

in the past decades.

Since 1995, the drug situation has improved. The number
of drug abusers reported to the Central Registry of Drug
Abuse (CRDA) dropped from the peak of 20 327 in 1994
t0 16 198 in 1999. The number of young people abusing
drugs, especially psychotropic substances, recorded a rise in
the year 2000. Despite the rising trend worldwide, Hong
Kong’s drug abuse situation is less serious than that in many

overseas Countries.

The success in containing the drug problem in Hong Kong
is due to the dedication and determination of all those
involved in the anti-drug cause. I am confident that with
the experience and expertise built up over the years, as well
as community support for the fight against drug abuse, we
will be able to meet the challenges in the new Millennium
and continue to make important milestones in working

towards the common goal of a drug-free Hong Kong.

e

Mis. Regina Ip

Secretary for Security

ACAN IN THE 21ST CENTURY - A CONTINUING CHALLENGE
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