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Characterigtics of Major Categori

Abusersin 2009

of Reported Drug
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5.1 Itis a common phenomenon for di
abusers to abuse more than one typ
drugs. A multiple drug abuser is defined
be a person who is reported to have t:
more than one type of drugs withithe
specified period, irrespective of whetltbie
drugs were taken concurrently on the s
occasion or not.

Reported Multiple Drug Abusers
(Table 1c)

5.2 o FREAENG AR 5.2 Of all reported drug abusers, 3 @8
v 4 % ® 5 4 3018+ & 21.8%x & 21.8% took more than one type of drugs
K- A T FRALERG A 2009. The distribution of reported ntiple
N oL ‘ n drug abusers by number of reported
3 5 44 ey TR G F K . . ,
;W ”f - 8 *i}t; R ; - types ever taken in 2008nd their majc
Pl _ L‘-E’ ) N\ 2 = . . .
L e L A combination are presented in the follow
Sl LA =+
il AR S table:
AT 3R ILL"LFF A 4R
R RE T SER T E R R
Number of drug types taken / major combinationrafid taken | No. of reported| % of all reported
drug abusers drug abusers
% 83 84 % Twodrugtypestaken 2 443 17.6
N REEG AT CEHE
() Heroin & Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone 974 7.0
(i) “K #74c*“/k”  Ketamine & Ice 260 1.9
(i) “K #"f-"448 1" Ketamine & Ecstasy 205 1.5
(iv) “K #"4c¥ + %] Ketamine & Cocaine 177 1.3
(v) B ®fc"k” Heroin &Ice 152 1.1
% 8§ = f4 & Threedrug typestaken 444 32
. /‘g/%&—\u‘fl }f‘\_—;_n/uf#g: ” ‘ft”“}’
() Heroin & Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone & Ice 43 0.3
. HK o” N J‘ [ﬁ—fr’ %E-F'—_L ”
(if) Ketamine, Cannabis & Ecstasy 38 0.3
%8 %= 83 5 Morethan threedrug typestaken 131 0.9
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5.3 About 17.60 of reported dru
abusers had taken two types of drug:
2009. The most common combiiwat of
two types of drugs taken was heroin

Anott
3.2% took three types of drugs, while o

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone.

0.9% of reported drug abusers took m
than three types of drugs.

Comparison of Reported Heroin Abusers
with Reported Psychotropic Substance
Abusers

54 In the ensuing paragraphs,
comparison of the charactercst of reportel
heroin abusers and reported psychotr
substance abusers is presented. Sef
figures on the salient characteristics of
more popular categories of repor
psychotropic  substance  abusers
ketamine,
ice, cough medicinegcannabis and cocai
abusers are also included.

Ageand Sex (Tables3a & 4a)

5.5 In 2009, there were 6 9Q&portec
heroin abusers of whomthe majority
(86.6%) were males. Their overall averac
age was 43. As for the 8 42#&portec
psychotropic substance abusers, 756éte
males. They were far much younger tr
reported heroin abuse with an average a
of 26. Comparatively speaking, there w
proportionally more reported fem:
psychotropic substances abusers (%.dr
2 057 than reported female heroin abus
(13.4% or 923).

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclgne
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Chart 5.1 Age/sex distribution of reported drug abusers in 5009 by common type of
drugs abused
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i 3806
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among reported ice and ketamiabusers
being 36.7% and 26% respectively. Th
corresponding proportions of femal&r
abusers of triazolam/midazolam/zopiclpne
cocaine, cannabis and cough medi
were 18.7%, 18.3%, 15.2% and %4
respectively.

5.7 Comparing the age of vario
categories of psychotrapsubstance abuse
triazolam/midazolarzopiclone abusers, wi
an average age of 39, were much older
the other five major types of psychotro
substance abusers. The mean ageswdr
medicine, ice, cannabis, cocain@nd
ketamine abusers were 29, 27, 25, 25 and 21
respectively.
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Ageof First Abuse (Table 3c)

5.8 Reported abusers of ketamima
average started to abuse the substances
age of 17 in 2009 while herqgisannabis an
cough medicineabusers at 19. Repori
triazolam/midazolanzbpiclone abusers «
average tarted to abuse the substar
concerned at a relatively older age, at 25.

Duration of Drug Abuse

5.9 Given the fact that reped abusel
of psychotrophic substances are gene
much younger than those of traditio
drugs, the former have a shorter duratodn
drug abuse history than the latter.
instance, the median duration of repo
ketamine abusers was 3 years *hil for
heroin abusers, the median duratmndrug
abuse was higher, at 23 years.

Reason for Current Drug Use (Table 4c)

5.10 Among reported heroin abusetse t
most common reason for currently tak
heroin was *“to avoid discomfort of it
absence” (51.8%f reported heroin abuser
followed by “peer influence” (51%).
Among reported psychotropic substa
abusers, “peer influence” (554 came th
first and “relief of boredom” (51.8%and
“curiosity” (39.9%)came the second and -
third respectively.

* Figures refer to the median duration of d
abuse for ketamine and heroin abuserhe duratiol
of drug abuse for an individual drug abuses the
difference between the reportedeaand the age
first abusing a particular drug.
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Efirx % (£ 3b % 4b) District of Residence (Tables 3b and 4b)

511 #- % % »L E oS B3R R 5.11 More reported heroin abusers in 2009
ERrra-o % B iRk # ( ré« Ak B4 resided in Sham Shui Po (1%020f reportec
G E % 15.206)~ 3 4 pr (13.4%) heroin abusers), Yau Tsim Mong (13.4%)
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and Kwun Tong (8.9%). Foreportec
psychotropic substance abusers as a w
more people resided in Yuen Long (1%)1
and Kwai Tsing (8.%). More specifically
for reported ketamine, cannabis and cocaine
abusers, more of them resided in Yuen Long
they were 13.8%, 13.0% and 12.5%
respectively. For reported triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclonabusers, Sham Shui
(13.4%) topped the list; for reportede
abusers, Kwun Tong (9.9%); and forugh
medicine abusers, Tai Po (13.7%).

Monthly Frequency of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.2)

5.12 Reported abusers of heroin al
triazolamimidazolam/zopiclone had
relatively higher monthly frequency o
abusing drugs in general, with a mec
monthly frequency of abusing drugs at
and 53 times respectively in 2009 The
counterpart figures for abusers of all ot
psychotropic substances were much lo
such as 19mes for cough medicine abuse

9 times for ice abusers, 6 times for ketamine
ecstasy, cannabis
cocaine and nimetazepam abusers.

abusers, 4 times for
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W 5.2 KA 64 RHEHA - FF -2 FF4 £k 1 d Sik? ik
Chart 5.2 Median monthly frequency of abusing drugs for 2007-2009 by common type
of drugs abused
(sx #& no. of times)
¥ A% 84 8 Common type of drugs abused 2007 2008 2009
/%% Heroin 60 60 60
GRS CEHE
Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone 60 60 53
*% Z Cough medicine 30 26 19
‘R Ice 9 9 9
F '=fr “Ki#”  Ketamine 4 7 6
“¥%:f1”  Ecstasy 4 4 4
= Ji Cannabis 4 4 4
v + %] Cocaine 4 4 4
AP gk Nimetazepam 4 4 4
#1313 R (F5.3) Monthly Expenditure of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.3)
513 A ETHFX G H R F DE 5.13 Reported abusers of heroin Hhd
d R A RBoWD FREA E SR highest monthly expenditure o&busing
B P i B 7,000~ 0 A4k R drugs in general, with a mediamonthly
FrspIHAEEFY o aT A expenditure of HK$7,000 in 2008Among
Fls e AT "EHET - AT the abusers of psychotropic substandesse
Zvy Bl A Y g A N EE taking cocaine, triazolam/midazolam/
W 2,145 ~ ~ 1,800 =~ ~ 1,500 ~ % zopiclone, ice and cough mediciread ¢
1,018~ - ama H s g3 HAHF 5 relatively  higher median monthly
AP BB RN b K7 expenditure of HK$2,145, HK$1,8
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HK$1,500 and HK$1,018 respectively wt
the counterpart figures faxbusers of othe
psychotropic substancegere lower, such ¢
HK$643 for ketamine, HK$429 for cannabis
and HK$200 for both ecstasyand
nimetazepam abusers.
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Chart 5.3 Median monthly expenditure of abusing drugsfor 2007-2009 by common type
of drugs abused
(&7~ HKS$)
¥ A% 84 8 Common type of drugs abused 2007 2008 2009
A% %  Heroin 6,000 6,429 7,000
¥ + %] Cocaine 1,551 2,100 2,145
“a AT "EHE 1,500 2,100 1,800
Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone
Y Ice 1,714 1,500 1,500
*% Z Cough medicine 1,071 1,179 1,018
# '=fr “Ki#”  Ketamine 429 693 643
= Ji Cannabis 429 429 429
“¥1”  Ecstasy 200 210 200
AP gk Nimetazepam 200 171 200
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Economic Activity Satus (Table 3e)

5.14 A significant share of ecstag38%),
nimetazepam (20%), ketamine (17%),
cannabis (13%) and ice (13%) abuserse
students in 2009, and they hadlatively
lower monthly expenditure of abusing drugs.

Locality of Abusing Drugs (Table 3f)

5.15 Home/friendshome were the mao
popular location of abusing drugs
contributed to 669Y84% of abusers fc
different drugs in 2009. Other than that,
locality of abusing drugsaried a lot amon
different drugs. For example32% of
cough medicine abusersook drugs
electronic game centre Also, 53% o
nimetazepam abusers, 47% of cocaine

ir
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AT TEMHET %8 F 2 45%:0 abusers and 46% of ecstasy abudersk
ARES S HFRME KRB R 2 2 F drugs in disco/karaoke Meanwhile, 489

SR BF e of triazolam/midazolam/zopicloneabuser
and 45% of heroin abusers took drugs in
recreation area/public garden/public toilet.
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