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51 It is a common phenomenon for d

abusers to abuse more than one type of drugs

A multiple drug abuser is defined to be a pe
who is reported to have taken more than
type of drugs within the specified perjod
irrespective of whethethe drugs were tak
concurrently on the same occasion or not.

Reported Multiple DrugAbusers (Table 1c)

5.2 Of all reported drug abusers, 2 801
22.6% took more than one type of drugs
2010. The distribution of reported mulgp
drug abusers by number of drug types t:
in 2010 and their major combination ¢

#,l?u T 3 . .
presented in the following table:
AT 3R b AR & 3R
V)»F!—%rr-féfk\ﬁﬁiﬁl B d4 el ERES v;.%.*zmp;,\n
Number of drug types taken / major combinationrafid taken | No. of reported| % of all reported
drug abusers drug abusers
% 83 84 % Twodrugtypestaken 2271 184
, AR Efez e G Ee G127 R
() Heroin & Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone 914 74
(i)  # *=fr{c¥ + ¥] Ketamine & Cocaine 309 2.5
FRprfe? Azt P
(il Ketamine & Methamphetamine 246 20
: /glrg'fr“ e
(v) Heroin & Methamphetamine 1ra 14
S SETRERT SE
) “Ketamine & MDMA 83 0.7
% 8§ = #84 & Threedrugtypestaken 376 3.0
. FORpr o~V Fle? & @
0) Ketamine , Cocaine & Methamphetamine 47 0.4
ARE 2GR g7 B
. v At m
(i Heroin, Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone & 42 03
Methamphetamir
% 8 %= 84 & Morethan threedrug typestaken 154 1.2
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5.3 About 18.26 of reported dru
abusers had taken two types of drug:
2010. The mst common combination

two types of drugs taken was heroin

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone. Anott
3.0% took three types of drugs, while o
1.2 of reported drug abusers took m
than three types of drugs.

Comparison of Reported Heroin Abusers
with Reported Psychotropic Substance
Abusers

54 In the ensuing paragraphs,
comparisorof the characteristics of report
heroin abusers and reported psychotr
substance abusers is presented. Sef
figures on the salient characteristics of
more  popular repor
psychotropic abusers

ketamine, triazolam€midazolam/zopiclone
methamphetamine, cough
cannabis, MDMA and

nimetazepam abusers are also included.

categories  of

substance

medicine
cocaine,

Ageand Sex (Tables3a & 4a)

5.5 In 2010, there were 6 19&portec
heroin abusers of whomthe majority
(86.9%) were males. Their overall averac
age was 44. As for the 7 56Eportec
psychotropic substance abusers, 74\8éte
males. They were far much younger tr
reported heroin abuse with an average a
of 27. Comparatively speaking, there w
proportionally reported  fem:
psychotropic substances abusers (#b.@r
1 908 than reported female heroin abus
(13.1% or 813).

more
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Chart5.1 Age/sex distribution of reported drug abusers in

010 by common type of

drugs abused
100%
36% BB
80% I 40% 44% 51% Mil—ea/g—gdigliir%ver
40% |
SR T B M
Male aged under 21
20% | E1% sy |
’ o 129 = — BB dh
19% & N 5% Female aged 21 and over
13% 10% 6% o =BT 2
0% ] 1% ] b 20 | Femaleagedunder21
P 2 B FR L 22 =g/ TWERE I 4 N
Heroin Ketamine JE fit BH Dk 5 /| Cocaine Cough Cannabis
Methamp-  {£UC 5% [& medicine
hetamine Triazolam/ .
Midazolam/ R T T
Zopiclone Common type of drugs abused
5.6 B A AR E RS 8 BT 5.6  Among the six major categories
P gpaﬁ L R E L S - U - reported psychotropic substance abusers
b o g WA A L PR AR proportion of female was relatively higt
2 > A u % 35.4%% 27.2%c Lt & among reported methamphetaminand
g kgl ek g /T R ketamine abusers, being 35.4% and 2.2

fé{;\'ﬁ’—#ﬂ\—'\};ﬁffrtzj{é‘:&iéﬁa
A Mg s A B A B 5 20.1%-
18.9%-~ 14.0% fr 7.9%-

Ei‘gﬁ

fb

respectively. The correspondimgoportions
of female for abusers of triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclonecocaine, cannabis a

cough medicine were 20.1%, 1%9
14.0% and 7.9% respectively.
5.7 Comparing the age of vario

categories of psychotrapsubstance abuse
triazolam/midazolarzopiclone abusers, wi

an average age of 4tvere much older the
the other five major types of psychotro
substance abusers. The mean ageswdr
medicine, methamphetamine, cannabis,
cocaine and ketamine abusers were 2B,
25, 22 and 22 respectively.
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Ageof First Abuse (Table 3c)

5.8 Reported abusers of ketamima
average started to abuse the substances
age of 17 in 2010 while heroin amdnnabi:
abusers at 18. Reported triazolam/
midazolamzopiclone abusers on aver:
started to abse the substances concerne

a relatively older age, at 26.

Duration of Drug Abuse

5.9 Given the fact that reported abus

of psychotropic substances are gene
much younger than those of traditio
drugs, the former have a shorter duratodn
drug abuse history than the latter. For
instance, the median duration of repo
ketamine abusers was 4 ye#&rswhile for
heroin abusers, the median duratmndrug
abuse was higher, at 24 years.

Reason for Current Drug Use (Table 4c)

5.10 Among reported heroin abusetse t
most common reason for currently tak
heroin was *“to avoid discomfort of it
absence” (56.1%f reported heroin abuser
followed by “peer influence” (51%).
Among reported psychotropic substa
abusers, “peer influence” (534 came th
first and “relief of boredom” (51.6%and
“curiosity” (34.4%)came the second and -
third respectively.

* Figures refer to the median duration of d
abuse for ketamine and heroin abuserhe duratiol
of drug abuse for an individual drug abuses the
difference between the reportedeagnd the age
first abusing a particular drug.
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EBakr % (£ 3b % 4b) District of Residence (Tables 3b and 4b)

511 {4 - - % & 5 #HFFx 5.11 More reported heroin abusers in 2010

& % ,-V = % Bt iEok (kLR resided in Sham Shui Po (1%o4of reportec
sy heroin abusers), Yau Tsim Mong (12.5%)
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and Kwun Tong (10.4%). For reportel
psychotropic substance abusers as a w
more people resided in Yuen Long (12.6%),
Kwai Tsing and Tuen Mun (8.2% egch
More specifically, for reported MDMA,
cocaine, ketamine and cannababusers
more of them resided in Yuen Lanthey
were 18.3%, 16.9%, 15.5% and 1%.7
respectively. For reported triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclonabusers, Sham Shui
(12.9%) topped the list for reportec
methamphetamine abusers, Kwun Tong
(9.4%); and for cough medicine (15.5%)d
nimetazepam (10.3%) abusearsinly lived

in Tai Po district.

Monthly Frequency of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.2)

5.12 Reported abusers of heroin al
triazolamimidazolam/zopiclone had
relatively higher monthly frequency o
abusing drugs in general, with a mec
monthly frequency of abusing drugs at
times in 2010 The counterpart figures f
abusers of all other psychotropic substa
were much lower, such as f#fines for coug|
medicine abusers, 9 times for
methamphetamine and ketamine abusérs,
times for MDMA, cannabis, cocaine and
nimetazepam abusers.
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Chart 5.2 Median monthly frequency of abusing drugs for 2008-2010 by common type
of drugs abused
(sx #& no. of times)

¥ A% § 4 %4848 Common type of drugs abused 2008 2009 2010

A& % Heroin 60 60 60
Zwk g /s g /) 2T K 60 53 60
Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone

% % Cough medicine 26 19 21
7%t @ Methamphetamine 9 9 9

% '=fr Ketamine 7 6 9
-3 A9zt MDMA 4 4 4

= Ji  Cannabis 4 4 4

v <+ %] Cocaine 4 4 4

M ? &L Nimetazepam 4 4 4
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Monthly Expenditure of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.3)

5.13 Reported abusers of heroin Hhd
highest monthly expenditure of&busing
drugs in general, with a mediamonthly
expenditure of HK$6,600 in 201@Among
the abusers of psychotropic substantesse
taking

cocaine,

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone
methamphetamine and cough
medicine had a relatively higher median
monthly  expenditure  of  HK$2,250
HK$1,931 HK$1,287 HK$1,039
respectively while the counterpart figures for
abusers of other psychotropic substances
were lower, such as HK$850r ketamine
HK$215 for cannabis, HK$196 for
nimetazepam and HK$114 for MDMA
abusers.

and
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Chart 5.3 Median monthly expenditure of abusing drugsfor 2008-2010 by common type
of drugs abused

(# =~  HK$)
¥ A% § 4 %4848 Common type of drugs abused 2008 2009 2010
A& % Heroin 6,429 7,000 6,600
vk d /okEekd /2T K 2,100 1,800 2,250
Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone
¥ + ¥ Cocaine 2,100 2,145 1,931
7 A% B Methamphetamine 1,500 1,500 1,287
% #Z Cough medicine 1,179 1,007 1,039
% '=fir  Ketamine 693 643 857
= Ji  Cannabis 429 429 215
M P &L Nimetazepam 171 200 196
TP -3 A9 A2 P MDMA 210 200 114
EAxREHB KRR (£ 3e) Economic Activity Status  (Table 3e)
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unemployed in 2010.

Locality of Abusing Drugs (Table 3f)

5.15 Home/friendshome were the mao
popular location of abusing drugs
contributed to 73%-9% of abusers fc
different drugs in 2010, generalfpllowed
by public area like recreation arealjbic
garden/public toilet and disco/karaoke
Other than that, the locality of abusidgugs
varied a lot among different drugs. |
example, 30% of cough medicirgbuser
took drugs in electronic game centreAlso,
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SR L e W i Dl B Lo S -l RS 16% of cocaine abusers, 15% of MDMA

¥ L F oo abusers and 13% of nimetazepam abusers
took drugs in party gathering i
club/building/hotel/bar.
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