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Summary Findings

The total number of reported drug
abusers has been decreasing steadily
after rebounding to 14 241 in 2008. In
2012, the total number of reported drug
abusers was 10939, 5% lower than
2011 (11 554) and 23% lower than
2008. (Table 1a)

The recent trend of decline for drug
abusers was particularly significant
among young abusers. There were
1 591 reported abusers aged under 21
in 2012, representing a decrease of
21% over 2011 (2 024) and 54% over
2008 (3474). (Table la)

The number of newly reported drug
abusers also displayed a downward
trend after 2008. In 2012, there were
2 849 newly reported drug abusers, a
drop of 13% from 2011 (3 257) and a
drop of 38% from 2008 (4 625).
(Table 1b)

The median length of drug abusing
experience by newly reported abusers
(i.e. the time lapse for abusers to be
discovered by the CRDA reporting
agencies from his first drug abuse)
increased persistently, having with a
more than doubled from 1.9 years in
2008 to 4.0 years in 2012. This
reflected the increasingly hidden nature
of drug abuse. (Chart 2.7)
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o ARBEBEIRFHTHEMEY #HEZE Continuing with the past declining
WRRBEEIANEXRD E 2012 trend, the number of reported heroin
FH) 5829 A Mk EMRBREHE abusers in 2012 fell to 5 829,
54%% - ZRB R EEH F & accounting for 54%%* of reported drug
HERARTALAD % > £ 2012 abusers. Meanwhile, the number of
FRVE 6482 A0 45 59%* - A reported  psychotropic  substance
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% xBREEL(ERBE S from 2007, the number of reported
RIVGABAB S o (4% 1d) abusers taking psychotropic substances

was bigger than the number of those
taking traditional drugs or opiates
(mainly heroin). (7able 1d)

° anzER (154 TKAF ) MARRT Among  psychotropic  substances,
HRRHEEFNHFL (MK ER ketamine (29% of drug abusers)
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* BAHA#RERBRFAEELZFNTH * Both heroin and psychotropic substance
Bk ZHRBAEBELER BTN can be reported for each individual drug
28 . abuser in a given year.
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Among reported young drug abusers
aged under 21, ketamine was the most
popular drug of abuse (61% of reported
young drug abusers), followed by
methamphetamine  (30%), cocaine
(23%), cannabis (9%) and cough
medicine (4%). (Table 1d)

612 reported drug abusers had taken
drugs in the Mainland (mainly in
Shenzhen) in 2012, being 29% lower
than that in 2011. Among them, 63
were aged under 21, being 38% lower
than that in 2011. (7able If)

Regarding the locality of drug abuse,
2012 figures revealed that 51% of
abusers took drugs at home/friends’
home only, having increased
substantially from 38% in 2006.  As
for drug abusers aged under 21, 45%
were reported to have taken drugs at
home/friend’s home only, which also
increased substantially from 13% in
2006. This cohered with the
increasingly hidden situation of drug

abuse. (Table 1g)

From 2003 to 2012, about three
quarters of reported drug abusers had
previously record of conviction (75%
in 2012). Among adult drug abusers
aged 21 and over, the proportion with
previous conviction was 79% in 2012,
while for young drug abusers aged
below 21, the
proportion was 49%. (Table Ip)

corresponding

As to the reason for the current drug
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use, the proportion of reported young
abusers aged under 21 citing “relief of
boredom/depression/  stress” as a
reason increased gradually from 29%
in 2003 to 51% in 2009 and then
stayed between 44% and 49%
thereafter. (7Table 1h)

As regards the monthly frequency of
abusing drugs, reported abusers taking
heroin and triazolam/midazolam/
zopiclone were relatively higher in
general, with a median monthly
frequency of abusing drugs for 60
times in 2012. The corresponding
figures for abusers of all other
psychotropic substances were lower,
such as 30 times for cough medicine
abusers, 10 times for ketamine abusers,
9 times for methamphetamine abusers,
4 times for nimetazepam, cannabis and
cocaine abusers and 3 times for

MDMA abusers. (Chart 5.2)
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II. Highlights at a Glance

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
All reported drug abusers
No. 15790 14854 14115 13252 13593 14241 13990 12538 11554 10939
Mean age 34 35 35 34 34 33 33 34 35 36
Male 13272 12200 11449 10706 11127 11334 11221 10008 9413 8907
% of all 84.1 82.1 81.1 80.8 81.9 79.6 80.2 79.8 81.5 81.4
Mean age 36 36 37 36 35 35 35 35 36 38
Female 2518 2654 2666 2546 2466 2907 2769 2530 2141 2032
% of all 15.9 17.9 18.9 19.2 18.1 20.4 19.8 20.2 18.5 18.6
Mean age 28 28 28 27 28 27 26 27 29 30
Young persons
aged under 21 2207 2186 2278 2578 2999 3474 3388 2811 2024 1591
% of all 14.0 14.7 16.1 19.5 22.1 24.4 24.2 22.4 17.5 14.5
Mean age 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 18 18
E:rvsﬂrylsrep"“ed 4444 3760 3725 3517 4180 4625 4460 3811 3257 2849
% of all 28.1 25.3 26.4 26.5 30.8 32.5 31.9 304 28.2 26.0
Mean age 25 24 23 23 23 23 23 24 25 26|
Common drugs abused

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
(1) Reported drug abusers with type of drugs reported
No. 13960 14527 13931 13174 13506 14213 13931 12488 11484 10897
(2) Reported heroin abusers
No. 10357 10147 9757 8118 7420 7248 6903 6200 5940 5829
% of (1) 74.2 69.8 70.0 61.6 54.9 51.0 49.6 49.6 51.7 53.5
(3) Reported psychotropic substance abusers
No. 5219 6196 6335 7402 7909 8383 8505 7670 6890 6482
% of (1) 37.4 42.7 455 56.2 58.6 59.0 61.1 61.4 60.0 59.5
Reported ketamine abusers
% of (1) 14.0 17.8 15.1 23.4 30.1 35.9 37.9 36.5 31.6 29.3
Reported methamphetamine abusers
% of (1) 4.1 4.4 54 6.5 8.2 9.7 10.1 12.8 13.5 152
Reported triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers
% of (1) 11.2 12.1 14.6 16.9 13.6 9.6 10.0 10.0 10.6 11.5
Reported cocaine abusers
% of (1) 0.4 0.7 1.4 2.7 5.3 4.9 3.7 6.2 7.5 7.4
Reported cough medicine abusers
% of (1) 3.9 4.5 5.1 5.7 4.4 4.0 4.8 4.2 4.6 4.3
Reported cannabis abusers
% of (1) 7.5 7.7 8.2 7.4 5.8 5.4 4.5 4.2 3.5 3.1
Reported MDMA abusers
% of (1) 7.0 8.8 12.2 11.6 6.8 5.6 3.7 2.0 1.0 0.5




