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Characteristics of Major Categories of Reported Drug

Abusers in 2012
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5.1 It is a common phenomenon for drug
abusers to abuse more than one type of drugs.
A multiple drug abuser is defined as a person
who is reported to have taken more than one
type of drugs within the specified period,
irrespective of whether the drugs were taken
concurrently on the same occasion or not.

Reported Multiple Drug Abusers (Table 1c)

5.2 Of all reported drug abusers, 2 405 or
22% took more than one type of drugs in
2012. The distribution of reported multiple
drug abusers by number of drug types taken
in 2012 and their major combination are
presented in the following table:
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Number of drug types taken / major combination of drugs taken
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Heroin & Methamphetamine
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Ketamine & Methamphetamine
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Heroin & Cough medicine

» A -

% § = f&4 % Three drug types taken

/4/r--¢ N ‘V"A/F-f-tinl’k/l'
i AEFLER
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Methamphetamine
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Ketamine , Cocaine & Methamphetamine

% 8§ %= f4 & More than three drug types taken 61 0.6

e

W E IR lé“rp’ffﬁt_J_fﬁ
i X L gt V;‘_q‘ & rﬂp /47\ L
No. OF reported % of all reported
drug abusers drug abusers
2029 18.6
885 8.1
307 2.8
219 2.0
168 1.5
45 0.4
293 2.7
63 0.6
41 0.4
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5.3 About 19% of reported drug abusers
had taken two types of drugs in 2012. The
most common combination of two types of
drugs taken was heroin and triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone.  Another 3% took
three types of drugs, while only 1% of
reported drug abusers took more than three
types of drugs.

Comparison of Reported Heroin Abusers
with Reported Psychotropic Substance
Abusers

5.4 In the ensuing paragraphs, a
comparison of the characteristics of reported
heroin abusers and reported psychotropic
Separate
figures on the salient characteristics of the
more popular categories of reported
psychotropic  substance  abusers  viz.
ketamine, triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone,
methamphetamine, cough
cannabis, cocaine, MDMA and nimetazepam
abusers are also included.

substance abusers is presented.

medicine,

Age and Sex (Tables 3a & 4a)

55 In 2012, there were 5829 reported
heroin abusers of whom the majority (88%)
were males. Their overall average age was
45. As for the 6 482 reported psychotropic
They
were far much younger than reported heroin
abusers, with an average age of 30.
Relatively speaking,
reported female psychotropic substances
abusers in proportion (23% or 1496) than

reported female heroin abusers (12% or 713).

substance abusers, 77% were males.

there were more
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ketamine abusers, being 28% and 26%
respectively. The corresponding proportions
of female for abusers of cocaine, triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone, cannabis and cough
medicine were 18%, 17%, 10% and 8%
respectively.

5.7 In respect of the age of various
categories of psychotropic substance abusers,
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers, with
an average age of 42, were much older than
the other five major types of psychotropic
substance abusers. The mean ages of cough
medicine, methamphetamine,  cannabis,
cocaine and ketamine abusers were 31, 30,
26, 24 and 24 respectively.
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Age of First Abuse (Table 3c)

5.8 The average age of first abuse for
abusers of heroin and cough medicine was
19 in 2012 and that for ketamine and
cannabis abusers was 18. Triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone abusers had relatively
higher average age of first abuse, at 26.

Duration of Drug Abuse

5.9 As reported abusers of psychotropic
substances are generally much younger than
those of traditional drugs, the former have a
shorter duration of drug abuse history than
the latter.  For instance, the median duration
of reported ketamine abusers was 7 years*,
while for heroin abusers, the median duration
of drug abuse was longer, at 25 years*.

Reason for Current Drug Use (Table 4c)

5.10 Among reported heroin abusers, the
most common reason for current use of
heroin was “to avoid discomfort of its
absence” (52% of reported heroin abusers),
followed by “peer influence” (50%).
Among reported psychotropic substance
abusers, “relief of boredom” (53%) came the
first and “peer influence” (48%) and “to
avoid discomfort of its absence” (37%) came
the second and the third respectively.

* BeF A dgm 8§ e 2 Ak E AL Figures refer to the median duration of drug abuse
gk 6 4 LY ko B3 24 for ketamine and heroin abusers. The duration of
S MR A S KA drug abuse for an individual drug abuser was the
o . I S difference between the reported age and the age of
NS A aiihe first abusing a particular dru
SEAP R E A K Jap 4
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District of Residence (Tables 3b and 4b)

5.11  More reported heroin abusers in 2012
resided in Sham Shui Po (15% of reported
heroin abusers), Yau Tsim Mong (13%) and
Kwun Tong (11%). For reported
psychotropic substance abusers as a whole,
more people resided in Yuen Long (12%),
Kwai Tsing (8%) and Tuen Mun (7%).
More specifically, Yuen Long reported most
abusers of cocaine (20%), ketamine (14%)
and MDMA (11%) respectively. For
reported triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone
abusers, Sham Shui Po (13%) topped the list;
cannabis abusers mainly lived in Yau Tsim
Mong (12%) and methamphetamine abusers
mainly lived in Tuen Mun (10%); cough
medicine abusers mainly lived in Tai Po
(13%) and nimetazepam abusers in Kwai
Tsing and North (14% each).

Monthly Frequency of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.2)

5.12 Reported abusers of heroin and
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone had a
relatively higher monthly frequency of
abusing drugs in general, with a median
monthly frequency of abusing drugs at 60
times in 2012. The counterpart figures for
abusers of all other psychotropic substances
were much lower, such as 30 times for cough
medicine abusers, 10 times for ketamine
abusers; 9 times for methamphetamine
abusers; 4 times for nimetazepam, cannabis
and cocaine abusers and 3 times for MDMA
abusers.
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Monthly Expenditure of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.3)

5.13 Reported abusers of heroin had the
highest monthly expenditure of abusing
drugs in general, with a median monthly
expenditure of HK$7,500 in 2012. Among
the abusers of psychotropic substances, those
taking triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone,
cocaine, methamphetamine, cough medicine
and ketamine had a higher median monthly
expenditure of HK$2,400, HK$2,140
HK$1,710, HK$1,500 and HK$1,290
respectively while the counterpart figures for
abusers of other psychotropic substances
were lower, such as HK$430 for cannabis,
HK$300 for nimetazepam, and HK$110 for
MDMA abusers.
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Chart5.3 Median monthly expenditure of abusing drugs for 2010-2012 by common type

of drugs abused

(=~ HKS$)

¥4 83 Z4% Common type of drugs abused 2010 2011 2012
/4 ;&% Heroin 6,600 6,850 7,500
ek b it ST AR

Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone 2,250 2,380 2,400
¥ =+ %] Cocaine 1,930 2,150 2,140
7 Az 2bis pP Methamphetamine 1,290 1,500 1,710
7% Z  Cough medicine 1,030 1,410 1,500
% '=fir Ketamine 860 1,030 1,290
= Jp Cannabis 220 430 430
A ? g X Nimetazepam 200 430 300
T FHAv Az m MDMA 110 300 110

R BEEMEREEERT A -

EREERR (£ 3e)

5.14 2012 # L R 4 a = e 4 /o
gk g 2T
ES I M = 2
B 2P LAFEAL S SR
4 % 1 61%-56%-48%~40%% 39%-

a-

£ L ~ 4
O 7 I A R

L
3 vy B v G

& ¢

w84 268 (£ 3

5.15 N g
JPh e pat 2012 EHL B ¥ AR 4
v & B B o i 75% 3% 94% ; H = £
2R I i A | I
thd % /4 OKe ¥4 » 383
.—ir“}-"gﬁ’”}"%%%’«%”i*ﬁ TR e B
b0 26% ¢y Eon & K T T T R
TN SN G 4 ’14%5'1”1?—{’-?]\:}.%—?,%
WS E SRR ET R

o H L F oom 26%aRl P oGk

R R

=42 -

Note :  Figures are rounded to the nearest ten

Economic Activity Status (Table 3e)

5.14 A significant share of triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone (61%), heroin (56%),
methamphetamine  (48%), nimetazepam
(40%) and cough medicine (39%) abusers
were unemployed in 2012.
Locality of Abusing Drugs (Table 3f)

5.15 Home/friends’ home were the most
popular location of abusing drugs,
contributed to 75%-94% of abusers for
different drugs in 2012, generally followed
by public area like recreation area/public
garden/public  toilet and disco/karaoke.
Other than that, the locality of abusing drugs
varied a lot among different drugs.
example, 26% of cough medicine abusers
took drugs in electronic game centre, 14% of

For
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cocaine abusers took drugs in non-party
gathering in club/building/hotel/bar.  Also,
26% of nimetazepam abusers and 19% of
MDMA abusers took drugs in Coffee
shop/Internet café.



