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4.1 Of all 10 069 drug abusers reported
in 2013, 2 497 or 25% were reported for the
first time in the year (or newly reported) and
the remaining 7 572 (75%) were previously
reported. The proportion of newly reported
drug abusers among young drug abusers
under 21 was much higher, at 60%, as
compared against 20% among reported adult
abusers aged 21 and over. A comparison of
the characteristics between newly and
previously reported drug abusers is given in
the ensuing paragraphs.

Sources of Reported Drug Abusers
(Table 4.1)
4.2 For newly reported drug abusers, law

enforcement departments, drug treatment and
rehabilitation centres/counselling centres for
psychotropic substance abusers/centres for
drug counselling of NGOs and youth
outreaching teams of NGOs were the three
major sources of reporting in 2013, taking up
38%, 34% and 17% respectively of the
concerned drug abusers.

4.3 For those previously reported drug
abusers, law enforcement departments,
methadone clinics and drug treatment and
rehabilitation centres/counselling centres for
psychotropic substance abusers/centres for
drug counselling of NGOs were the top three
major sources of reporting in 2013, taking up
45% , 44% and 26% respectively of the
concerned drug abusers.
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Table 4.1  Newly/previously reported drug abusers in 2013 by type of reporting agency
24484 Reporting agency B EAEAL AR AR AL
Newly reported Previously reported
A#No. [ % A No. | %
“r4 £ # All ages
HuEEFY  Law enforcement departments @ 944 37.8 3434 45.4
VOllE2FT - Methadone clinics 202 8.1 3297 43.5
FEBURFHE AR AR BRI R AR IR % o0 T P ) & 855 34.2 1977 26.1
LA S O
Drug treatment and rehabilitation centres/Counselling Centres for
Psychotropic Substance Abusers/Centres for drug counselling of
NGOs
JEEURF RSV ESMER Youth outreaching teams of NGOs 418 | 16.7 421 5.6
B3l R [ Y E SRS T R A R 2P 180 79 58 3.4
Substance Abuse Clinics under Hospital Authority, and other
hospitals/clinics
21 g1 ™ Aged under 21
#EERFY  Law enforcement departments 243 34.2 132 28.0
E/VER2FT  Methadone clinics 12 1.7 15 3.2
IR AR R G TR (R IR ol B PRt EE )& 158 22.2 113 24.0
WL, AR T
Drug treatment and rehabilitation centres/Counselling Centres for
Psychotropic Substance Abusers/Centres for drug counselling of
NGOs
IEBUNS RSN S/ VAESNER: Youth outreaching teams of NGOs 300 42.2 222 47.1
BbTE R TV E SR RS R Bt B e 2T 27 3.8 8 1.7
Substance Abuse Clinics under Hospital Authority, and other
hospitals/clinics
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An individual drug abuser may be reported by more than
one agency in a given year.

M

Notes :

Figures include Hong Kong Police Force,
Correctional Services Department and Probation
Offices under Social Welfare Department.

Age and Sex (Table 2a and Chart 4.1)

4.4 The age distribution
reported drug abusers was quite different
from that of previously reported ones.
While 28% of newly reported drug abusers
were aged under 21, the corresponding figure
of previously reported ones was only 6%.
Most (40%) of the newly reported drug
abusers were aged 21-30, while 73% of
previously reported ones were aged 31 and

of newly
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nEAE o over. Newly reported drug abusers, with a
mean age of 27, were in general much
younger than previously reported ones (with
a mean age of 40).

4.5 A A e T - Y 4.5 Regarding sex distribution, 30% of

%‘Jiftiﬁﬂlfv;"ﬁ 30% > @ A AL R AR

newly reported drug abusers were female,

£ —‘F'T oAt ik en g At Bl R 0 B while the respective proportion among
15% - previously reported abusers was lower, only
at 15%.
m 4.1 2013 #F X/ A EEFERE FehER e L
Chart4.1 Newly/previously reported drug abusers in 2013 by age group
EHAH A Age group
100% 2% >3]
3906 = 41-50
LT ] >51
80% L 219% 555 3140
41-50
60%
21-30
40% 31-40
| |
18-20
20% I1E|>fy? 21-30
R S 18-20
o 9% oy 16017 1617
0% 4% 12-15 4 12-15*
BRHERREHERAL YRR EFL AL
Newly reported drug abusers Previously reported drug abusers
shRE /DHA 0.5% - Note: * Less than 0.5%.
FERER HehEd (£ 20) Age of First Abuse (Table 2d)
46 FaALIFHRE F TR 2] 4.6 Newly reported drug abusers on
B4R F o HY Lgee g 7 b average start to abuse drugs at 21, and half of
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them had abused drugs for at least 4.6 years.
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Meanwhile, the previously reported ones
started earlier at 17 and half of them had
abused for at least 2.2 years before first
reported.

Type of Drugs Abused
Chart 4.2)

(Table 2b and

4.7  Among newly reported drug abusers
in 2013, the most commonly abused type of
drugs was ketamine (46%), followed by
methamphetamine (25%) and cocaine (17%).

4.8 As for previously reported drug
abusers, heroin was the dominant type of
drugs abused (63%), followed by ketamine
(22%) and methamphetamine (16%).

W 4.2 013 # 5% /EHEHFRE FAF 8 TN
Chart4.2 Common type of drugs abused by newly/previously reported drug abusers in
2013
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REFERsF SRF) (£ 20) Reason for Current Drug Abuse
(Table 2c)
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most common reasons for current drug use
were “relief of boredom” (49%) and “peer
influence” (45%), followed by “curiosity”
(27%) and “to avoid discomfort of its
absence” (26%).

410 As for previously reported persons,
the three most common reasons for current
drug use were “peer influence” (49%),
“relief of boredom” (49%) and “to avoid
discomfort of its absence” (46%).

Economic Activity Status (Table 2e)

411  Of all newly reported drug abusers,
43% were full-time workers, 33%
unemployed, 13% casual/part-time workers
and 6% Among previously
reported persons, the proportion of the
unemployed was relatively higher, at 50%.
Another 32% were full-time workers, 12%

students.

casual/part-time workers and 3% retired
persons.

Educational Attainment (Table 2f)

412 For newly reported drug abusers,
55% attained lower secondary, 34% upper
secondary and 4% tertiary education.
Another 7% attained primary education or
below.

4.13  For previously reported abusers, their
educational level were relatively lower, with
53% attaining lower secondary, 19% upper
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secondary and 1% tertiary education.
Those having attained primary education or
below were as high as 27%.

Marital Status (Table 29)

414  70% of newly reported drug abusers
were never married while the respective
proportion among previously reported
persons was lower, at 46%. Married and
cohabiting persons together took up 23% of
the former group and 36% of the latter
group, while the widowed, divorced or
separated altogether took up 7% of the
former group and 18% of the latter group.

4.15  Of those married or cohabiting newly
reported abusers, 25% reported that their
partners also abused drugs, while the
corresponding figure for the previously
reported abusers with drug taking partners

was 17%.
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