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5.1 It is a common phenomenon for drug
abusers to abuse more than one type of drugs.
A multiple drug abuser is defined as a person
who is reported to have taken more than one
type of drugs within the specified period,
irrespective of whether the drugs were taken
concurrently on the same occasion or not.

Reported Multiple Drug Abusers (Tables 1c
and 5.1)

5.2 Of all reported drug abusers, 2 211 or
22% took more than one type of drugs in
2013.

5.3 About 19% of reported drug abusers
had taken two types of drugs in 2013. The
most common combination of two types of
drugs taken was heroin and triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone.  Another 2% took
three types of drugs, while less than 1% of
reported drug abusers took more than three
types of drugs.
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Table 5.1 Reported multiple drug abusers in 2013 by number and major combination of

drug types taken
R §F v)- bt AR R AR
Goa g AP ARG aF Red aF % g K ey At
Number of drug types taken / major combination of drugs taken | No. oF reported % of all reported
drug abusers drug abusers
% § 3 4 % Two drug types taken 1926 19.3
(i) BireEfeze g /ofded 27 K 787 7.9
Heroin & Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone
(i) & '=fp fov + 7] 322 3.2
Ketamine & Cocaine
(i) BaEfer gotup 238 2.4
Heroin & Methamphetamine
(iv) s R e A 2be P 162 1.6
Ketamine & Methamphetamine
(V) v T Az 65 0.7
Cocaine & Methamphetamine
% § = #4 & Three drug types taken 236 2.4
(i) #adE - ~zekd fdekd 2T Ko 61 0.6
vAEts P
Heroin, Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone &
. Methamphetamine
(i)  Foepe v+ Ao A tum 42 0.4
Ketamine , Cocaine & Methamphetamine
% 8§ %= f84 & More than three drug types taken 49 0.5
BEFRSHRERALABREFRSEZ Comparison of Reported Heroin Abusers
i d S Lant g with Reported Psychotropic Substance
Abusers
54 T A i“m}t FHEB A LR 5.4 In the ensuing paragraphs, a
Al g REEm s g T AN AL comparison of the characteristics of reported
e i o> T 55 MR D B heroin abusers and reported psychotropic
FEEB BT HAN A LN (T substance abusers is presented. Separate
B OMRE P AX P g S figures on the salient characteristics of the
spidek 5 2T B T R e B more popular categories of reported
AN ) AR FHhA T T o psychotropic  substance  abusers  viz.

ketamine, methamphetamine, triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone, cocaine, cough
medicine and cannabis abusers are also
included.
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Age and Sex (Table 3a, Table4a and
Chart 5.1)
55 In 2013, there were 5113 reported

heroin abusers with an average age of 46.
The majority (88%) of them were males.
The 6 137 reported psychotropic substance
abusers were much younger than reported
heroin abusers, with an average age of 31.
77% Relatively
speaking, there were more reported female
psychotropic  substances  abusers
proportion (23% or 1416) than reported
female heroin abusers (12% or 600).

of them were males.
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Chart5.1 Age/sex distribution of reported drug abusers in 2013 by common type of

drugs abused
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proportion of female was relatively higher

among reported ketamine and
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methamphetamine abusers, being 27% and
26%  respectively. The corresponding
proportions of female for abusers of cocaine,
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone, cannabis
and cough medicine were 22%, 16%, 8% and
6% respectively.

5.7
categories of psychotropic substance abusers,

In respect of the age of various

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers, with
an average age of 43, were much older than
the other five major types of psychotropic
substance abusers. The mean ages of cough
medicine, methamphetamine,  cannabis,
ketamine and cocaine abusers were 32, 31,

29, 26 and 24 respectively.

Age of First Abuse (Table 3c)

5.8
abusers of heroin and ketamine was 18 in
2013, and that for cannabis abusers was 19.
Triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers had

The average age of first abuse for

relatively higher average age of first abuse,
at 26.

Length of Drug Abusing Experience

5.9 As reported abusers of psychotropic
substances are generally much younger than
those of traditional drugs, the former have a
shorter drug abuse history than the latter.
For instance, the median length of ketamine
abusing experience of reported ketamine
abusers in 2013 was 8 years, while for heroin
abusers, the median length of heroin abusing
experience was longer, at 26 years.
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Reason for Current Drug Use (Table 4c)

5.10 Among reported heroin abusers, the
most common reason for current use of
“to avoid discomfort of its
absence” (52% of reported heroin abusers),
followed by “peer (50%).
Among reported psychotropic substance
abusers, “relief of boredom” (53%) came the
first while “peer influence” (49%) and “to
avoid discomfort of its absence” (36%) came
the second and the third respectively.

heroin was

influence”

District of Residence (Tables 3b and 4b)

5.11  More reported heroin abusers in 2013
resided in Sham Shui Po (16% of reported
heroin abusers), Yau Tsim Mong (12%) and
Kwun Tong (11%). reported
psychotropic substance abusers as a whole,
more people resided in Yuen Long (13%),
Sham Shui Po (8%) and Kwun Tong (8%).
More specifically, Yuen Long reported most
abusers of cocaine (19%), cannabis (15%),
ketamine (15%) and methamphetamine
(10%). For reported triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone abusers, Sham Shui Po
(12%) topped the list; cough medicine
abusers mainly lived in Yau Tsim Mong
(11%).

For

Monthly Frequency of Abusing Drugs
(Table 5.2)

5.12 Reported abusers of heroin and
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone had a
relatively higher frequency of abusing drugs

in general, both with a median monthly
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Table 5.2
of drugs abused

frequency of abusing drugs at 60 times in
2013. The corresponding figures for
abusers of other common psychotropic
substances were much lower, such as 30
times for cough medicine abusers, 13 times
for ketamine abusers; 9
methamphetamine abusers;

for
8 times for
cocaine abusers and 5 times for cannabis
abusers.

times

¥ 83 SME L 2011 3 2013 #enF ¥ s d v inkk
Median monthly frequency of abusing drugs for 2011-2013 by common type

(sx #ic  no. of times)

¥ A § 3 483 Common type of drugs abused 2011 2012 2013
/& &% Heroin 60 60 60
Zekg ek g T R 60 60 60
Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone

7% Z  Cough medicine 26 30 30
% '=fir Ketamine 9 11 13
v A% @ Methamphetamine 9 9

¥ =+ %] Cocaine 4 4

= Jp Cannabis 4 4
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Monthly Expenditure
(Table 5.3)

of Abusing Drugs

5.13 Reported abusers of heroin had the
highest monthly expenditure of abusing
drugs in general, with a median monthly
expenditure of HK$8,250 in 2013. Among
the abusers of common psychotropic
substances, those taking triazolam/midazolam/
zopiclone,  cocaine,  methamphetamine,
cough medicine and ketamine had a higher
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median monthly expenditure of HK$2,700,
HK$2,150 HK#$1,710, HK$1,670 and
HK$1,470 respectively while the counterpart
figure for cannabis abusers was HK$640.
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Table 5.3  Median monthly expenditure of abusing drugs for 2011-2013 by common type
of drugs abused
(=~ HKS$)

¥ A2 § 3 2483 Common type of 2011 2012 2013
drugs abused
/&% % Heroin 6,900 7,500 8,250
Zebk g ke g T 2,360 2,400 2,700
Triazolam / Midazolam / Zopiclone
v -+ %] Cocaine 2,150 2,140 2,150
7Rzt B Methamphetamine 1,500 1,710 1,710
7% Z  Cough medicine 1,450 1,500 1,670
% "=pr Ketamine 1,070 1,290 1,470
= Ji¢  Cannabis 430 430 640

ER N &8 YIS g i/ O VA S Note :  Figures are rounded to the nearest ten.

EABE KR (£ 3e) Economic Activity Status (Table 3e)
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5.14 A significant share of triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone (60%), heroin (57%),
methamphetamine (44%), cough medicine
(40%), cocaine (31%) and ketamine (31%)
abusers were unemployed in 2013.

Locality of Abusing Drugs (Table 3f)

5.15 Home/friend’s home were the most
popular location of abusing drugs,
contributed to 68%-94% of abusers for
different drugs in 2013, followed by public
area like recreation area/public garden/public
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toilet. Disco/karaoke generally ranked
third.  Other than that, the locality of
abusing drugs varied a lot among different
drugs. For example, 26% of cough
medicine abusers took drugs in electronic
game centre while 13% of cocaine abusers
took drugs in non-party gathering
club/building/hotel/bar.
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