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Characteristics of Newly and Previously Reported

Drug Abusers in 2019
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4.1 Of all 5614 drug abusers reported in
2019, 1 544 or 28% were newly reported and
4 070 (72%) had been previously reported.
The proportion of newly reported drug
abusers among young drug abusers under 21
was much higher, at 78%, as compared
against 23% among reported adult abusers
aged 21 and over. A comparison of the
characteristics between newly and previously
reported drug abusers is given in the ensuing
paragraphs.

Sources of Reported Drug Abusers
(Table 2h)

4.2 For the newly reported drug abusers,
drug treatment and rehabilitation
centres/counselling centres for psychotropic
substance  abusers/centres  for  drug
counselling and law enforcement agencies
were the major sources of reporting in 2019,
taking up 49% and 24% respectively of the
drug abusers concerned.

4.3 For those previously reported drug
abusers, methadone clinics and drug treatment
and rehabilitation centres/counselling centres
for psychotropic substance abusers/centres for
drug counselling were the major sources of
reporting in 2019, taking up 54% and 32%
respectively of the drug abusers concerned.

Age and Sex (Table 2a and Chart 4.1)

4.4 The age distribution of the newly
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that of the previously reported ones. While
24% of the newly reported drug abusers were
aged under 21, the corresponding figure of the
previously reported ones was only 3%. 32%
of the newly reported drug abusers were aged
21-30, while 83% of the previously reported
ones were aged 31 and over. Young adults
aged 21-35 accounted for 46% of all newly
reported drug abusers. The newly reported
drug abusers, at an average age of 30 years,
were in general much younger than the
previously reported ones (at an average age of
45 years).

4.5 Regarding sex distribution, 29% of
the newly reported drug abusers were
females, while the respective proportion

-+
2 F
17% - among the previously reported abusers was
lower, only at 17%.
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12-15 and aged 16-17 accounted for less than 0.5%
and 1% respectively.
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Age of First Abuse (Table 2d)

4.6 The newly reported drug abusers on
average started to abuse drugs at the age of 22
years, and half of them had a drug abuse
history of at least 5.5 years. Meanwhile, the
previously reported drug abusers on average
started earlier at the age of 18 years and half
of them had a drug abuse history of at least
2.5 years before first reported.

Type of Drugs Abused
(Table 2b and Chart 4.2)

4.7 Among the newly reported drug
abusers in 2019, the most common type of
drug abused was methamphetamine (30%),
followed by cocaine (26%) and cannabis
(23%).

4.8 As for the previously reported drug
abusers, heroin (67%) was the dominant type
of drug abused, followed by
methamphetamine (21%) and triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone (18%).
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Economic Activity Status (Table 2e)

4.11  Of all newly reported drug abusers,
31% were full-time workers, 32% were
unemployed and 19% were casual/part-time
workers.  Among the previously reported
abusers, the proportion of the unemployed
was higher, at 49%. Another 25% were
full-time workers and 16% were casual/
part-time workers.

Educational Attainment (Table 2f)

4.12  For the newly reported drug abusers,
53% attained lower secondary, 29% upper
secondary and 9% post-secondary education.
Only 9% attained primary education or below.

4.13 For the previously reported drug
abusers, their educational level was relatively
lower, with 49% attaining lower secondary
education, 27% primary education or below,
21% upper secondary education and 3%
post-secondary education.

Marital Status (Table 2g)

4.14 66% of the newly reported drug
abusers had never been married while the
respective proportion among the previously
reported persons was lower, at 41%.
Married and cohabiting persons together took
up 23% of the newly reported drug abusers
and 35% of the previously reported drug
abusers, while the widowed, divorced or
separated together took up 10% of the former
group and 24% of the latter group.
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4.15 Of those married or cohabiting newly
reported abusers, 31% reported that their
partners also abused drugs, higher than the
corresponding figure for the previously
reported abusers with drug taking partners
(22%).



