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KNOWING THE REASONS

Information on drug abuse cases is collated by
the Central Registry of Drug Abuse (CRDA) from
standard record sheets received from law
enforcement departments, youth outreaching teams,
treatment and rehabilitation agencies, hospitals
and clinics and others. Information collected on
abusers covers: (1) socioeconomic characteristics
such as age, sex and activity status; (2) drug abuse
characteristics including the type of drugs abused,
the age at which the drug abuse first started and
the reason for current drug use; and (3) the date of

contact with the reporting agency.

The information on drug abuse by individuals
is provided on a voluntary basis and with the
co-operation of the reporting agencies. CRDA figures
do not measure the exact size of the abuser population
but reflect the trends of drug abuse in Hong Kong.
Information is handled in strict confidence and is
accessible only to people who are responsible for the
operation of CRDA. All information is collated and
used only for statistical analysis and research purposes.
The confidentiality of all records held by CRDA and its
reporting agencies is safeguarded by the Dangerous
Drugs Ordinance (DDO) (Chapter 134). This helps allay
drug abusers’ fears of being exposed when they go
for treatment, and encourage the co-operation of
reporting agencies.

Y ERENPRAERERES
Central Registry of Drug Abuse Reports
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SOME FINDINGS

In 2009 and 2010, 13,988 and 12,420 drug abusers
were reported respectively, a drop of 1.8% and 12.8%
respectively when compared to 14,241 in 2008. This
reversed the rising trend since 2006 (13,252).

The number of reported young abusers aged under 21
increased from 2,186 in 2004 to 3,474 in 2008,
then dropped to 3,387 (by 2.5%) in 2009 and 2,753
(by 20.8%) in 2010.

The proportion of reported young abusers aged
under 21 increased from 14.7% in 2004 to 24.4%
in 2008, and then decreased to 24.2% in 2009 and
22.2% in 2010.

In 2010, 3,719 (29.9%) were newly reported drug
abusers, which was 16.6% lower than that in 2009
(4,458).

In 2010, the average age of first abuse of all reported
drug abusers was 17.7 and that for youngsters aged
under 21 was 14.9, both lower than the corresponding
age of 18.1 and 15.4 in 2007.

Of all the reported drug abusers in 2010, 79.9% were
male and 20.1% were female. Among those young
abusers aged under 21, 66.2% were male and 33.8%
were female. Male drug abusers were in general
much older than their female counterparts with their
average age being 35.4 and 27.3 respectively. The
situation was similar during the 2007 to 2009 period.

During the 2007 to 2010 period, heroin was the most
commonly abused drug. 50.0% of the reported drug
abusers in 2010 took heroin. Ketamine was the most
commonly abused type of psychotropic substance,
with 36.2% of all the reported drug abusers and
79.9% of reported young drug abusers in 2010
taking it. 98.3% of reported young drug abusers took
psychotropic substances.
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Other psychotropic drugs commonly abused were
methamphetamine (“ice”), triazolam / midazolam /
zopiclone, cocaine, cough medicine, cannabis and
ecstasy between 2007 and 2010.

Injection was the most usual method of drug taking
among heroin abusers in 2007 and 2008, followed
by inhalation, known as “chasing the dragon” and
smoking. Starting from 2009, inhalation overtook
injection and ranked first.

As for psychotropic substance abusers, the trend
remained the same between 2007 and 2010. Sniffing
was the most usual method (mostly among ketamine
abusers), followed by oral ingestion (cough medicine,
nimetazepam and ecstasy abusers), inhalation (“ice”
abusers) and smoking (cannabis abusers).

The number of reported psychotropic substance
abusers (7,909) overtook for the first time the number
of reported heroin abusers (7,420) in 2007. The trend
continued from 2008 to 2010. In 2010, 7,561 persons
(or 61.1% of the drug abusers) took psychotropic
substances, which was more than the 6,191 reported
heroin abusers (or 50.0% of the drug abusers). Among
them, 2,801 (or 22.6%) claimed to be taking more
than one drug. The corresponding proportions of
psychotropic substance abusers and poly-drug abusers
among youngsters were much higher, at 98.3% and
29.7% respectively.

In 2010, 1,052 persons (or 8.6% of the total reported
drug abusers) took drugs in Mainland China (mostly

in Shenzhen). This represented a drop from 11.2%
in 2007.
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Most of the drug abusers took drugs at home or their
friends’ home. In 2010, 45.4% of drug abusers were
reported to have taken drugs at home/friends’ home
only, another 34.2% at home/friends’ home and other
localities (such as recreation area/public garden/public
toilet and disco/karaoke) and the remaining 20.4% at
other localities only.

The three most common reasons for current use
of drugs given by psychotropic substance abusers
included peer influence, relief of boredom/ depression/
anxiety and curiosity during 2007 to 2010. For heroin
abusers, feeling of discomfort in abstaining from it
was the most common reason reported, followed by
peer influence.

Between 2007 and 2010, more than 40% of the reported
drug abusers were employed and less than 8% were
students. In 2010, 46.0% of the abusers were employed
and 5.6% were students. 75.7% received primary or
lower secondary education and 1.4% attained tertiary

education in 2010, and the corresponding percentages
in 2007 were 79.2% and 1.0% respectively.
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STUDENT SURVEY

In order to keep abreast of the latest trend in the
prevalence of drug taking among students and collect
other useful and up-to-date information, a large scale
student survey was conducted in the 2008/09 school
year. When compared with previous rounds of survey, the
scope of the 2008/09 survey had been expanded from
secondary to upper-primary and post-secondary levels.
A total of 158,089 students took part in the survey.

The survey revealed that 4.3% of secondary school
students indicated that they had ever abused drugs,
representing an increase of one percentage point from
the survey conducted in the 2004/05 school year. The
result also confirmed the lowering of the age of drug
abusers. 4.6% of secondary students (aged under 12)
indicated they had abused drugs before, whereas only
2.3% indicated they had done so four years ago.

The survey also revealed that 1.6% of the upper
primary students indicated that they had ever abused
drugs, while the corresponding rates for students of
undergraduate programmes and other post-secondary
programmes were 2.9% and 5.4% respectively.

Among primary school students who claimed to have
abused drugs, 37.5% abused cough medicine and
30.7% abused thinner. As regards secondary school
students, nearly half of the students who claimed
to have abused drugs indicated that they abused

ketamine (49.4%), followed by cannabis (35.6%).

The survey also confirmed the hidden nature of youth
drug abuse: 36.2% of the secondary school students
who claimed to have abused drugs indicated they
took drugs in friends’ home, while another 25% took
drugs in their own home. Only about a quarter of

them abused drugs in entertainment venues.

Z“OON/ONF2ERBEYERAAERE
The 2008/09 Survey of Drug Use among Students report
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ENHANCING CRDA SYSTEM

To supplement CRDA statistics on reported drug
abusers, information on non-identifying personal and
drug abuse information of drug abusers who had
been engaged by reporting agencies but had not
been reported to CRDA for one reason or another
had been collected for the first time. For the years
2008 and 2009, the ratios of non-reported abusers to
reported abusers were 9.7% and 7.8% respectively.
Such information provides a new perspective and could
serve as additional reference for monitoring the drug
abuse situation. New reporting agencies were added
to the Fourth Schedule to the DDO to further widen
the reporting network of CRDA. Legislative amendment
will be made to give effect to this in June 2011.

ZOOEZEZO-OF ZHHEBOERZEEZBRNREEAY
Number of Drug Abusers Reported to the CRDA 2007-2010
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Number of Reported Psychotropic Substance Abusers 2007-2010
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Reasons for Current Drug Use of Reported Drug Abusers 2007-2010
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