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The year 2007 marked enhanced efforts
made on all fronts to combat the youth drug
abuse problem. We are glad to join hands
with the Task Force on Youth Drug Abuse
led by the Secretary for Justice to review
the drug scene and work out long-term,
holistic and sustainable anti-drug strategies
to combat the rising trend of psychotropic
substance abuse. The Task Force's report,
published in November 2008, contained over
70 recommendations that reinvigorated the
five-pronged anti-drug strategy and launched
the “Path Builders” initiative to promote
a caring culture for the youth. Anti-drug
measures were further escalated in 2009
along five strategic directions under the steer
of the Chief Executive.

As a key partner in the war against drugs, the
Action Committee Against Narcotics works
closely with the Government and different
sectors. The challenges are significant.
Young people and the general public might
easily underestimate the damage caused by
psychotropic substances. The hidden nature
of psychotropic substance abuse also renders
early identification of drug abusers difficult.
To tackle the
implications, participation and

problem with its wide
support
of different quarters of the community are
important. The community should be made
aware of the serious harm of psychotropic
substances and mobilised to combat the
problem in a concerted and sustained manner.
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On preventive education and publicity, we worked
together with the Narcotics Division to launch a two-year
territory-wide publicity campaign “No Drugs, No Regret.
Not Now, Not Ever” in 2008, followed by a package of
publicity initiatives. A series of new Announcements in
the Public Interest, a TV drama series and large scale
anti-drug projects were launched to bring home the
harmful effects of psychotropic substance abuse and raise
the awareness of different target groups such as parents
on the significant roles they can play in the fight against
drugs. Other major preventive education initiatives
included promotion of the school-based Healthy School
Policy incorporating anti-drug elements, development of
resource kits for the school sector and parents, as well as
organisation of structured training and seminars aiming
to enhance the anti-drug knowledge and skills of teachers
and parents.

On treatment and rehabilitation, the Fifth Three-year Plan
on Drug Treatment and Rehabilitation Services in Hong
Kong (2009-2011) was released. The plan sets out the
strategic directions for the anti-drug sector to pursue
programmes that address the latest drug trend and better
cater for the needs of psychotropic substance abusers.
The services for psychotropic substance abusers were also
strengthened with the opening of new Counselling Centres
for Psychotropic Substance Abusers and Substance Abuse
Clinics, as well as an increase in the number of places
of residential drug treatment and rehabilitation centres.
A framework on a tiered, multi-modality approach of
treatment and rehabilitation services for drug abusers
in Hong Kong was worked out. It aims at providing an
overall picture of the services available from identification,
treatment, rehabilitation to reintegration and facilitating
identification of possible service gaps.

Research studies supported an evidence-based approach
to tackle the drug abuse problem. Several important
studies including a review of estimation methods on
prevalence of the drug abuse population in Hong
Kong, a longitudinal study of the socioeconomic and
health impacts of psychotropic substance abuse and a
study on the drug abuse situation and service needs of
non-engaged youths are underway.
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The Trial Scheme on School Drug Testing in Tai Po District
was another new initiative implemented in the escalated
war on drugs. An evaluation study found that the Scheme
had a positive impact on enhancing students’ resolve to
stay away from drugs, building an anti-drug culture in
schools and triggering the motivation of those in need to
seek help. We have extended the Scheme in Tai Po to the
2010/11 school year, and will further roll out the Scheme
to other parts of Hong Kong.

Tackling the drug abuse problem requires concerted
efforts of the Government, the school sector, relevant
service providers and the whole community. We are
pleased that the Administration has committed additional
resources to support the community’s anti-drug work
through an injection of $3 billion into the Beat Drugs Fund
in 2010. Since the launch of the “Path Builders” initiative
in September 2009, approximately 300 organisations and
individuals have joined hands to promote a caring culture
for the youth in different forms. We hope that these
measures and the joint efforts of different partners will
provide a solid breeding ground for healthy development
of our younger generation.

I would like to thank the hard work and invaluable
contributions of our members of the Action Committee
Against Narcotics and its two sub-committees and
the Research Advisory Group. | also wish to take this
opportunity to express my appreciation to various
government departments and organisations for their
whole-hearted support in implementing the various
anti-drug initiatives. We look forward to continuing to
work with our partners to create a drug-free environment
for our younger generation.
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Professor Daniel Shek Tan-lei
Chairman
Action Committee Against Narcotics
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