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The battle against drugs in the past several
years has been a most challenging one.

The number of reported young drug
abusers below the age of 21 saw a
significant rise of 55%, from 2,186 in 2004
to 3,387 in 2009, and the percentage of
young drug abusers in the entire drug
abuse population increased from 14%
in 2003 to 24% in both 2008 and 2009.
The findings of the 2008/09 Survey of
Drug Use Among Students corroborated
the increasing prevalence of young drug
abusers, the lowering age of drug abuse,
and the rising trend in the abuse of
psychotropic substances.

The Administration was deeply concerned
about the youth drug abuse problem.
Building on the recommendations of the
Task Force on Youth Drug Abuse Report
in November 2008, the Administration
reinvigorated and strengthened anti-drug
efforts under the five-pronged anti-drug
strategy of preventive education and
publicity, law enforcement, treatment
and rehabilitation, research, and external
co-operation. The “Path Builders” initiative
was also launched to promote a caring
culture in the community to support the
growth of our younger generation.
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Under the personal steer of the Chief Executive,
anti-drug efforts were further escalated in July 2009
along five strategic directions, namely community
mobilisation, community support, drug testing,
treatment and rehabilitation, and law enforcement.

To raise community awareness and galvanise support
for the anti-drug cause, the Narcotics Division (ND)
and the Action Committee Against Narcotics (ACAN)
launched a territory-wide publicity campaign entitled
“No Drugs, No Regrets. Not Now, Not Ever” in 2008
and another “Stand Firm! Knock Drugs Out” in
2010. Various sectors and all 18 districts responded
positively and organised a wide range of programmes
to help young people fight against drugs. Preventive
education for students, training for teachers and
support for parents were all strengthened.

In his Policy Address in October 2010, the Chief
Executive announced that the manpower resources
of school social workers would be increased by 20%
(about 100 school social workers) from the 2011/12
school year.

On treatment and rehabilitation, substantial new
resources were provided to increase the services
of Substance Abuse Clinics, Counselling Centres
for Psychotropic Substance Abusers, and places in
residential drug treatment and rehabilitation centres.
A two-year pilot project on enhanced probation
service was introduced in October 2009 to provide
more focused, structured and intensive treatment
programmes for convicted young drug offenders aged
below 21. The Fifth Three-year Plan on Treatment and
Rehabilitation Services in Hong Kong (2009-2011)
was formulated and being implemented with vigour
by all parties concerned.

Law enforcement agencies stepped up their
enforcement actions, including frequent raids by the
Police on entertainment venues, closer co-operation
with Mainland and overseas authorities, and intensified
efforts by the Police and Customs at boundary control
points.
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The Trial Scheme on School Drug Testing in Tai Po
District was launched in the 2009/10 school year as
a key preventive/deterrent part of a comprehensive
programme to implement the Healthy School Policy.
The evaluation research on the Scheme revealed
the positive impact of the Scheme in strengthening
students’ resolve to stay away from drugs, and
providing support for students troubled by drugs. The
Scheme was extended to the 2010/11 school year.
The Administration is promoting wider application of
school drug testing in other schools and districts as a
key component in implementing the Healthy School
Policy following the evaluation recommendations.

To underline the Administration's commitment to
fight drugs and to provide greater support to the
community’s initiatives, the Administration injected
a capital sum of $3 billion into the Beat Drugs Fund
to generate more income on a long term basis for
community driven anti-drug projects.

With the much enhanced efforts and the support of
ACAN and different quarters of the community, we are
pleased to see a drop in the total number of reported
drug abusers (11%) and young drug abusers under 21
(19%) in 2010, compared to the figures in 2009.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to ACAN,
and the anti-drug sector and all parties who have
contributed to the anti-drug cause through their
unwavering commitment and tireless efforts during
the past years. We will continue to work closely with
our community partners in the battle to “Knock

Drugs Out”!
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Mr Ambrose S K Lee
Secretary for Security
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