
 
 !" !" !" !"  Chapter 1 

18

����������������
�����������������	
���	
���	
���	
��
���������������� ����

 Chapter 1 
Prevalence of substance 
use among secondary 
students 
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 One of the objectives of the 2008/09 Survey 

was to obtain the prevalence of drug-taking 

among students and to monitor the drug-taking 

trends.  However, in order to compare the 

proportions of drug-taking students in the 

2008/09 Survey with those in 2004/05, this 

chapter focuses on secondary students only.  

The proportions of the prevalence of lifetime
6
,
 

1-year
7

 and 30-day
8

 drug-taking secondary 

students are demonstrated below. 
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 1.1 Proportion of lifetime substance 

users (Chart 1.1) 
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 The proportions of lifetime alcohol-, tobacco- 

and drug-taking secondary students in the 

2008/09 Survey were 64.9%, 12.2% and 4.3% 

respectively, while the proportions of secondary 

students taking these three substances were 

66.5%, 15.6% and 3.3% in the 2004/05 Survey.  

The number of lifetime drug-taking secondary 

students was estimated to be 20 640.  
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 1.1.1 Age and sex (Tables 1.1-1.3) 
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 In the 2008/09 Survey, the proportions of 

lifetime alcohol- and tobacco-taking secondary 

students peaked at the age of 18 (77.2%) and 17 

(15.6%) respectively, while the proportion of 

lifetime drug-taking secondary students peaked 

at the age of 15 (4.8%). 

 

                                                 
6   !"#$%&'()&'*+!,"#$%-./01 

“Lifetime drug-taking students” refer to students who had ever taken drugs at least once in their lifetime. 
7
   /23!"#$%&'()&'4567/23!,"#$%1 

“1-year drug-taking students” refer to students who had ever taken drugs in the past 1-year before survey 

enumeration. 
8 

  30 83!"#$%&'()&'4567 3083!,"#$%1 

“30-day drug-taking students” refer to students who had ever taken drugs in the past 30 days before survey 

enumeration. 
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 In the 2004/05 Survey, the proportion of 

lifetime alcohol-taking secondary students 

increased with age, from 49.3% in those aged 

12 or below to 81.3% in those aged 19 or 

above.  The proportion of lifetime 

tobacco-taking secondary students peaked at the 

age of 17 (20.1%), and the proportion of 

lifetime drug-taking secondary students also 

peaked at the age of 17 (4.0%). 
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 The proportions of lifetime alcohol-, tobacco- 

and drug-taking secondary male students were 

65.2%, 12.4% and 4.6% respectively in the 

2008/09 Survey, while the corresponding 

proportions of female students were 64.9%, 

12.0% and 3.7% respectively. 
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 The proportion of lifetime alcohol-, tobacco- 

and drug-taking secondary male students in the 

2004/05 Survey were 67.0%, 16.5% and 3.3%, 

while the corresponding proportions for females 

were 65.9%, 14.1% and 2.9% respectively. 
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 1.2 Proportion of 1-year substance 

users (Table 1.4) 
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 The overall proportions of 1-year alcohol-, 

tobacco- and drug-taking secondary students 

were 46.1%, 6.5% and 2.6% respectively.  The 

number of 1-year drug-taking secondary 

students was estimated to be 12 480. 
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 1.2.1 Age and sex (Table 1.4) 
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 In terms of age, 1-year alcohol-taking secondary 

students peaked at the age 18, cited by 57.9%; 

tobacco- and drug-taking secondary students 

peaked at the age of 15, cited by 8.3% and 

3.0%. 
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 The proportion of 1-year alcohol-, tobacco- and 

drug-taking secondary male students were 

47.0%, 6.5% and 2.7%, while the corresponding 

proportions for secondary female students were 

45.4%, 6.4% and 2.3%. 
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 1.3 Proportion of 30-day substance 

users (Chart 1.2) 
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 The proportions of 30-day alcohol-, tobacco- 

and drug-taking secondary students in the 

2008/09 Survey were 24.2%, 4.5%, and 1.5% 

respectively, while the proportions of students 

taking these three substances in the past 30 days 

were 25.7%, 6.2% and 0.8% in the 2004/05 

Survey.  The number of 30-day drug-taking 

secondary students was estimated to be 7 140. 
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 1.3.1 Age and sex (Tables 1.5-1.7) 
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 Similar to the findings of lifetime alcohol-taking 

secondary students in Section 1.1, the 

proportion of 30-day alcohol-taking secondary 

students peaked at the age of 18 (29.5%), 

whereas the proportions of 30-day tobacco- and 

drug-taking secondary students both peaked at 

the age of 15 (5.9% and 1.8% respectively). 
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 A similar pattern was found in the 2004/05 

Survey.  The proportion of 30-day 

alcohol-taking secondary students peaked at the 

age of 18 (31.2%), while the proportions of 

30-day tobacco- and drug-taking students 

peaked at the age of 16 (8.6%) and 17 (1.1%). 

 

!""#$"%&'()']+,- ./

01234564789'*:(:;

<=> ? !)#!$3 "#($6 &#)$+4*

:):;'<=3> ? !!#&$3"#!$6

&#!$@O

 The proportions of 30-day alcohol-, tobacco- 

and drug-taking secondary male students were 

26.2%, 4.7% and 1.6% respectively in the 

2008/09 Survey, while the corresponding 

proportions of secondary female students were 

22.1%, 4.2% and 1.2% respectively. 
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 The proportion of 30-day alcohol-, tobacco- and 

drug-taking secondary male students in the 

2004/05 Survey were 27.7%, 6.7% and 0.8%, 

while the corresponding proportions for females 

were 23.4%, 5.4% and 0.7% respectively. 
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 1.4 Distribution of drug-taking 

students among secondary 

schools  
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 112 secondary schools were sampled in the 

2008/09 Survey. Lifetime drug-taking students 

and 30-day drug-taking students were reported 

in 111 schools and 101 schools respectively. The 

median lifetime drug-taking students and 30-day 

drug-taking students among these schools were 

30 and 12 respectively. 
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 These figures reflected the distribution of 

drug-taking students in the sampled secondary 

schools only. Interpretation should be done with 

caution.  

 


