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 Chapter 3 
Exposure to risk of drugs 
and anti-drug messages 
among non-drug-taking 
secondary students 
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 The 2008/09 Survey has been designed in such a 

way that drug-taking and non-drug-taking 

students would be answering the same number 

of questions.  Thus, students would not have 

the fear of being speculated to be drug-taking 

students by spending more time on the 

questionnaire.  Drug-taking students were 

asked of their drug-taking behaviour. 

Non-drug-taking students were required to 

provide information regarding their experience 

on being offered drugs by others, factors for 

their successful refusal and refusal skills 

adopted.  Such information is helpful in 

understanding the risk and protective factors of 

refusing drugs among the youths. 
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 The 2008/09 Survey also collected data on 

students’ awareness of anti-drug messages and 

participation in anti-drug activities. Such 

information would be useful for the planning of 

publicity programmes that could reach out, draw 

the attention of and match the interests of most 

students. 
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 3.1 Exposure to risk of drugs 
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 3.1.1 Whether been offered drugs  

(Table 3.1) 
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 Among the non-drug-taking secondary students, 

3.3% of them had been offered drugs. 
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 3.1.2 Persons who offered drugs to 

students (Table 3.2) 

 

f ./012H.hIK12(g4

45g+ IJCiFdjIK12(KL4

 Among the non-drug-taking secondary students 

who had been offered drugs, 57.0% of them got 



 
    !!!!""""  Chapter 3 

30

   !!"#$%&''(!)*+

,-./"01#$%2#$"  

34%&'(5 )*+,6-7# 8

such offer from “friends”.  This is consistent 

with the information provided by drug-taking 

secondary students that the most common 

supplier of drugs was “friends” (39.5%). 
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 3.1.3 Places where students were offered 

drugs (Table 3.3) 
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 The most common place in which non-drug- 

taking secondary students were offered drugs 

was “public playground/ park/ public toilet” 

(34.4%), followed by “karaoke/ disco” (23.4%) 

and “friend’s/ schoolmate’s/ neighbour’s home” 

(20.4%).  These were also the places in which 

drug-taking secondary students took drugs. 
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 3.1.4 Factors that kept students away 

from drugs (Table 3.4) 
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 Nearly 90% of non-drug-taking secondary 

students reported that the factor that kept them 

away from drugs was “drugs were harmful to 

health”, followed by “they were afraid of the 

consequences of using drugs” (71.0%), “they 

disliked the image of drug users” (66.5%) and 

“possessing drugs was illegal” (64.3%).   
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 Less than one-third of non-drug-taking 

secondary students claimed that the influence of 

parents/ brothers and sisters (28.8%), teachers 

(19.7%) and non-drug-taking friends (19.6%) 

were factors that kept them away from drugs.   
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 3.1.5 Methods used to refuse drugs  

 (Table 3.5) 
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 Over 65% of the non-drug-taking secondary 

students refused drugs directly, followed by 

“refusing with an excuse” (23.7%). 
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 3.1.6 Things to do if realized that close 

friends were taking drugs (Table 3.6) 
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 Over half of the non-drug-taking secondary 

students reported that they would “talk to their 

drug-taking friends” and “persuade them to seek 
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help from others” (52.3% and 50.4%).  

However, 16.8% of them claimed that they 

would “pretend of knowing nothing” if their 

close friends were taking drugs. 
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 3.2 Anti-drug messages and 

activities 
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 3.2.1 Awareness of and participation in  

anti-drug activities (Tables 3.7 – 3.10) 
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 90.8% of the non-drug-taking secondary 

students had heard of anti-drug messages.  

Generally, they received the anti-drug messages 

through “mass media such as TV, radio, 

newspaper” (79.1%), “anti-drug talks” (71.6%) 

and “anti-drug posters” (68.1%). 
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 Among these students, less than half 

participated in anti-drug activities (49.4%).  

For those who participated in anti-drug 

activities, “seminars/ talks” (83.2%), “video 

games/ video clips/ online games” (20.8%) and 

“movie shows” (20.1%) were the most common 

activities participated. 
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 3.2.2 Anti-drug activities preferred and  

person to give drug information 

(Tables 3.11 – 3.12) 
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 All non-drug-taking secondary students were 

asked of the type about anti-drug activities they 

preferred.   
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 Non-drug-taking secondary students’ most 

preferred activities to be in the form of “movie 

shows” (31.2%), followed by “video games/ 

video clips/ online games” (25.7%), “variety 

shows/ concerts” (23.7%) and “carnivals” 

(23.5%).  30.5% of them responded that they 

were not interested in any kind of anti-drug 

activities.   
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 Real life personal experience recounted by 

“ex-drug abusers” was cited the most welcomed 

mode of giving anti-drug messages, as indicated 
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by 44.2% of all non-drug-taking secondary 

students.  “TV/ movie stars or pop singers” 

accounted for 17.4%.  Less than 10.0% of them 

preferred to have “parents” or “teachers” giving 

anti-drug messages. 

 

 

 

 


