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Chapter 5
Salient features of other
students

Features of drug-taking situation among
secondary students have been explored in
chapters 1 to 4. This chapter explores the
salient features of students from different
education programmes. They are upper primary
students, students of undergraduate programmes
under the UGC-funded institutions (hereafter
“undergraduate  programmes”) and  other
post-secondary programmes offered by relevant
institutions.

5.1 Prevalence of drug-taking by

education programme
(Tables 5.1 and 5.2)

5.1.1 Proportion of lifetime drug-taking
students

The lifetime prevalence rate among different
student groups were: 1.6% for upper primary,
4.3% for secondary, 2.9% students attending
undergraduate programmes and 5.4% for
students of other post-secondary programmes.

5.1.2 Proportion of 1-year drug-taking
students

The proportions of students of upper primary,
secondary, undergraduate programmes and other
post-secondary programmes who had taken
drugs within a year were 0.8%, 2.6%, 1.3% and
2.1% respectively.

5.1.3 Proportion of 30-day drug-taking
students

The proportions of students of upper primary,
secondary, undergraduate programmes and other
post-secondary programmes who had taken
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Upper primary students were not asked of the question.

drugs in the past 30 days were 0.5%, 1.5%,
0.6% and 1.1% respectively.

5.1.4 Distribution of drug-taking students
among schools and institutions

94 primary schools were sampled in the 2008/09
Survey. Lifetime drug-taking students and
30-day drug-taking students were reported in 84
schools and 46 schools respectively. Of the 17
post-secondary  institutions  (including 8
UGC-funded institutions) enumerated in the
Survey, all of them had lifetime drug-taking
students, 7 UGC-funded institutions and 16
post-secondary  institutions  had  30-day
drug-taking students.

5.2 Characteristics of lifetime
drug-taking students by
education programme

(Tables 5.3 — 5.11)

5.2.1 Type of drugs taken (Table 5.3)

Overall speaking, the three most common types
of psychotropic drugs taken were “ketamine”
(42.2%), ‘‘cannabis” (42.0%) and ‘‘ecstasy”
(31.3%). These substances also
commonly taken by students of secondary,
undergraduate programmes
post-secondary  programmes.
“cough medicine” (37.5%)
(30.7%) were more common among upper
primary students.

were
and other
In contrast,

and “‘thinner”

5.2.2 Main sources of money for buying
drugs (Table 5.4)

Generally speaking, getting drugs for free was
most commonly reported (61.2%) across
different  groups (secondary:  61.6%,
undergraduate: 59.6% and other post-secondary:
60.7% ). The other major source of money for
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secondary students who “stole” and got money
from “other illegal sources” (10.0% and 7.7%)
than other groups. relatively
higher proportion of drug-taking students
attending undergraduate programmes and other
post-secondary programmes earned money from
“doing legal part-time jobs” (22.3% and 26.8%).

In addition,

5.2.3 Usual venues for taking drugs
(Table 5.5)

In general, “friend’s/ schoolmate’s/ neighbour’s
home”, “drug-taking
student’s home” were the most common venues
to take drugs.
upper primary students took drugs in “internet
café” (20.8%) and “holiday rental resort / rental
place” (11.7%). “Public playground/ park/
public toilet” was one prominent venue for
drug-taking secondary students (22.0%). “Bar/
pub” was a common venue for drug-taking
students of undergraduate programmes and other
post-secondary programmes to take drugs
(25.5% and 26.6%).

“karaoke/ disco” and

Other than these venues, more

5.2.4 Suppliers of drugs (Table 5.6)

“Friends” were the most common suppliers of
drugs to drug-taking students of secondary
(39.5%), undergraduate programmes (71.4%)
and other post-secondary programmes (55.3%).
However, the second and third most common
suppliers vary across groups. The second and
third most common suppliers of drugs to
drug-taking secondary students
“brothers/sisters” (24.8%) and schoolmates
(19.4%). drug-taking students of
undergraduate and  other  post-secondary
programmes, schoolmates (28.5% and 20.9%)
and drug dealers (25.6% and 17.3%) were the
second and third most common suppliers of
drugs.

Wwere

For
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Upper primary students were not asked of the question.

As for upper primary drug-taking students, the
more common suppliers of drugs were
“strangers” (20.7%), “drug dealers” (19.2%) and
“friends” (19.1%).

5.2.5 Age of first drug-taking (Table 5.7)
Of all drug-taking students at secondary school

14.0% claimed that their age of first
drug-taking was 10 or below, particularly for

10
or above

secondary students (15.6%). A higher
proportion  of  drug-taking students of
undergraduate programmes and other

post-secondary programmes reported that their
age of first drug-taking was 15 to 16 (18.4% and
15.2%).

5.2.6 Reasons for taking drugs (Table 5.8)

The most common reasons for taking drugs
were ‘“‘curiosity” (42.4%), “peer influence”
(29.9%) and “relief of boredom/ depression/
anxiety” (29.2%).
more drug-taking secondary students claimed
that the reasons for taking drugs were ‘“to
freshen up themselves” (16.0%) and “to be
trendy” (16.0%). A higher proportion of
drug-taking  students  of  undergraduate
programmes and  other  post-secondary
programmes reported that the reason for taking
drugs was “to seek euphoria/
satisfaction” (39.0% and 31.5%).

Other than these reasons,

sensory

5.2.7 Help seeking patterns

(Tables 5.10 and 5.11)
Of drug-taking students of secondary or above'”,
23.0% reported that they had sought help from
others (secondary: 24.2%, undergraduate: 13.5%
and other post-secondary: 20.9%).
were more frequently reported as the persons
who gave the greatest help by drug-taking
students of undergraduate programmes (32.5%)

“Friends”
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Upper primary students were not asked of the question.

and other post-secondary programmes (20.0%),
compared to “drug treatment organizations” for
drug-taking secondary students (26.8%).

5.3 Exposure to risk of drugs
and anti-drug messages by
education programme
(Tables 5.12 — 5.17)

Among non-drug-taking students of secondary
or above“, 3.4% of them had been offered drugs
(secondary: 3.3%, undergraduate: 1.9% and
post-secondary: 4.7%). “Friends” (59.0%),
“schoolmates” (23.5%) and “strangers” (17.6%)
were the most common persons who offered
drugs.

“Public playground/park/public toilet” (29.8%),
“karaoke/disco”  (27.4%) and  “friend’s/
schoolmate’s / neighbour’s home” (21.1%) were
the most common places where non-drug-taking
students of secondary or above were offered
drugs. Secondary students also reported that
these were the places where they were mostly
offered drugs. There were more students of
undergraduate programmes and other
post-secondary programmes who were offered
drugs in “bar/ pub” (26.4% and 30.4%).

When all non-drug-taking students were asked
of things that they would do if they realized that
their close friends took drugs, over 50% of them
reported that they would “persuade them to seek
help from others” and “ask them why they were
taking drugs”. It is noteworthy that 67.6% of
non-drug-taking upper primary students reported
that they would “tell their teachers or parents”.
On the other hand, relatively higher proportions
of non-drug-taking students of secondary and
other post-secondary programmes mentioned
that they would “pretend of knowing nothing”
(16.8% and 15.3%), as compared to upper
primary students (7.6%) and undergraduate

43



BAHE

Chapter 5

"R WE R R A ROR R
(79.1%) " HHEEHIGH , (66.3%) K
TAREEREIE  (63.3%) BAEREH M
BRI B E AR EE RS - E R
T 75 ML B AR B MR i AR (]
B @E LA LA AE -

1 A [E) AH Al B2 A v oS 4 i R o Y B2 A
EEH TEREEANL ) BEEEEE
BO(HEST © 40.4%; &/INEE 2 24.5%;
BLEL M L 44.2%; BB GRTE B R
48.7% ke HAB B FERFEE 4 1 50.4% ) R
T OTERRE AL A mANEBERE
Bl TARRE L (23.4%) HIEZBEERA
rp B ER R R LA B R A B )R g
"R EEHERRITRTE  (17.4%
B 15.5% ) i 2 I B A R RE 1Y B2 AR R
CEEEAE AL (19.2%) -

students (8.9%).

“Mass media such as TV, radio, newspaper”
(79.1%), “‘anti-drug posters” (66.3%) and
“anti-drug talks” (63.3%) were the main sources
for non-drug-taking students to get anti-drug
messages. They were the top three sources
reported by students across different groups
despite in different proportions.

Non-drug-taking students across different
groups most preferred “ex-drug abusers” to give
anti-drug messages (overall: 40.4%, upper
24.5%, secondary: 44.2%,
undergraduate: 48.7% and other post-secondary:
50.4%). Upper primary next preferred parents
(23.4%), secondary
postgraduate students next preferred “TV/movie
stars or pop singers” (17.4% and 15.5%), and
undergraduate students next preferred “medical
professionals”™ (19.2%) .

primary:

students and other
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