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1. Survey background

To collect information on the taking of drugs
amongst adolescents, nine large-scale surveys
targeting students were conducted by the
Narcotics Division of the Security Bureau during
the period of 1987/88 to 2014/15. While the
earlier surveys primarily focused on secondary
students, surveys from 2008/09 onward were
extended to cover students from upper primary to
post-secondary levels. The results of the surveys
provided useful indicators on students’
knowledge of drugs and attitudes towards
drug-taking.

In order to keep track of the latest trend in the
prevalence of drug-taking among students and to
collect other useful and up-to-date information,
the Narcotics Division conducted the tenth
survey in the 2017/18 school year. The research
team of Consumer Search Hong Kong Limited
was commissioned to conduct the 2017/18
Survey of Drug Use among Students (hereafter
referred to as “the 2017/18 Survey”). The team
was mainly responsible for data collection, data
processing and analysis work. The questionnaire
design and survey report compilation were
undertaken by the Narcotics Division and the
research team in collaboration.

2. Objectives

The main objectives of the 2017/18 Survey are
as follows:

(@) to obtain the latest drug-taking trends
among full-time students in major
education programmes in Hong Kong;

(b) to find out the drug-taking patterns of
student drug-takers and their profiles;

(c) to assess students’ knowledge of and
attitudes towards the issue of drug-taking;
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(d) to find out students’ exposure to the risk of
drugs; and

(e) to examine if there are demographic,
family, attitudinal, behavioural and other
variables associated with drug-taking.

3. Coverage and sample design

The design of the 2017/18 Survey was similar to
the 2014/15 Survey of Drug Use among Students
(hereafter referred to as “the 2014/15 Survey”)
SO0 as to maintain the comparability of key
findings. The 2017/18 Survey covered all
full-time students of the following education

programmes:
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Upper primary (i.e. Primary 4 to 6 of Local
Primary Schools and Year 5 to 6 of
International Primary Schools);
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Secondary (i.e. Secondary 1 to 6 of Local
Secondary Schools and Year 7 to 13 of
International Secondary Schools); and
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Post-secondary (covering full-time degree
and sub-degree programmes)®.
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Post-secondary programmes consist of (i) full-time degree programmes provided by 32 institutions providing
full-time degree programmes (including eight institutions funded by the University Grants Committee (UGC));
and (ii) full-time sub-degree programmes, including associate degree and certificate/ diploma/ diploma Yi Jin/
advanced diploma programmes etc., provided by 29 institutions providing locally-accredited full-time sub-degree
programmes. For the list of institutions offering post-secondary programmes covered in the 2017/18 Survey,
please refer to the Glossary.
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Students in local primary and secondary day
schools were sampled wusing a stratified
systematic cluster sampling method: schools
were first randomly selected with district, type of
school, school size and whether taking part in the
2014/15 Survey as the stratifying variables; then
all Primary 4 to Secondary 6 students from the
randomly selected schools were invited to
participate.

Besides, all Year 5 to 13 students from
international schools were invited to participate
in the 2017/18 Survey.

All post-secondary institutions were invited to
participate in the 2017/18 Survey; then all
students attending post-secondary institutions
which opted for online survey were invited to
participate in the Survey, whereas students
attending  the  remaining  post-secondary
institutions that used paper questionnaires were
invited from samples drawn by using a stratified
systematic cluster sampling method with type of
programme and type of discipline as the
stratifying variables.

Appropriate weightings had been applied to cater
for the different sampling rates by schools for
compiling aggregated statistics. As such, the
number of actual respondents for a particular
answer of a question could not be derived
directly by multiplying the respective percentage
with the total number of students.
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4. Questionnaire design

In order to make useful reference of data with
previous rounds, the 2017/18 Survey largely
adopted the design of the 2014/15 Survey
questionnaire with suitable modifications. The
questionnaire of the 2017/18 Survey covered the
followings areas:

(@) non-medical use of drugs;

(b) students’ knowledge of and attitudes
towards drug-taking, self-perception and
values;

(c) students’ exposure to risk of drug-taking,
awareness of anti-drug messages and
participation in anti-drug activities;

(d) students’ demographic characteristics; and

(e) use of alcohol and tobacco, but the
questions were limited to the extent of
investigating  their  relationship  with
drug-taking.

To reduce upper primary students’ burden and to
facilitate their understanding, a simplified version
of questionnaire, comprising 28 questions, was
prepared for them in the 2017/18 Survey. A full
version of the questionnaire with 34 questions
was used for secondary and post-secondary
students. The content of the two questionnaires
have similar scopes of coverage.

The draft questionnaires were pilot-tested in
March 2017 (upper primary and secondary
students) and August 2017 (post-secondary
students). Subsequently, the layout and content of
the questionnaire were revised taking into
account the feedback from participating students.
Specimen in both Chinese and English, are
attached in Appendix V.
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In addition to the paper version, an online version
with an auto-skip function according to students’
response to the questionnaire was deployed.

5. Confidentiality

Owing to the sensitive nature of the subject
matter, a number of measures were implemented
in the 2017/18 Survey to ensure confidentiality
and avoid disclosure of students’ identity in data
collection. These measures relieved students’
psychological burden when providing sensitive
information.

First, to avoid drug-taking students from being
identified from others owing to their different
completion times, all students, regardless of
whether they had taken drugs or not, were
required to answer a similar number of questions.

Second, for  students completing the
questionnaire in the classrooms or school halls
during normal class periods, teachers and other
school staff were requested to leave the venue
during fieldwork execution. Only a few schools
mandatorily required to assign teachers/ school
staff to be present in the venue. Under these

circumstances, their roles were limited to
maintaining order only.
Third, the questionnaire was anonymous.

Completed questionnaires were collected by
enumerators and sealed in envelopes.

Fourth, students who joined the online survey
were each provided a unique link for access to
the questionnaire. The results of the completed
questionnaires were directed to the secured server
of the research team, where access was restricted
to authorised persons only.

Data collected were handled with strict
confidence. All raw questionnaires would be
completely destroyed by the research team three
months upon confirmation of the final report.
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Only aggregated statistics for the Survey are
released. Data pertaining to individual schools or
students are treated with strict confidentiality.

6. Data collection

The fieldwork enumeration for the 2017/18
Survey was conducted from September 2017 to
July 2018. Owing to the tight school schedule,
sampled schools were first invited by letters to
participate, and then followed up by phone calls.
Other appropriate follow-up actions, for instance,
allowing a flexible survey schedule, were
adopted to encourage active participation of
schools. Arrangement was also made to
enumerate classes of secondary 6 of selected
schools after the Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination, and online
approach was used as appropriate to meet
practical needs of a small number of schools.

Other than the special arrangements as mentioned
in the previous paragraph, classroom survey was
conducted among students attending upper
primary and secondary schools. Online or
classroom survey as deemed appropriate was
deployed for students of post-secondary
institutions.

Experienced fieldwork enumerators were sent to
individual schools to administer the Survey in
class. Proper training and guidance were given to
them in advance. Fieldwork instruction manuals
on survey concepts and procedures to be
followed in the enumeration process were also
specially prepared for them.

All participating students were briefed on the
Survey’s objectives, measures that had been
taken to ensure data confidentiality and the
structure of the questionnaires before filling in
the questionnaires.

11
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To safeguard the confidentiality of data and
students’ privacy, the following control measures
had been implemented for executing the online
survey:

(@ a unique hyperlink was created for each
registered student;

(b) the email invitations to students, each
containing a unique hyperlink, were sent
out directly by the authorised person(s) of
each participating institution;

(c) students’ responses were stored in a
secured server of the survey administrator
and only authorised persons of the survey
administrator had access to the database;
and

(d) students’ email addresses and responses
stored in the secured server could not be
linked up, avoiding cross-referencing of
databases.

7. Enumeration results

A total of 337 818 students had been targeted in
the 2017/18 Survey. After excluding 65 278
non-contact cases as a result of schools’ refusal
to participate because of tight school schedule,
sensitive nature of the Survey etc., 148 231
non-response cases and 3 643 invalid cases (cases
which failed the data validity test and were thus
cancelled), a total of 120666 students had
successfully completed the questionnaires and
their data were used for analysis. The invalid
cases were mainly due to incomplete half-way
drop out of on-line survey at the post-secondary
level. The corresponding number of students
completed the questionnaires in the 2014/15
Survey was 146 207.

12
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The overall response rate of the 2017/18 Survey
was 35.7%, and the corresponding figure in the
2014/15 Survey was 48.0%. The response rate by
education level is summarised as follows:

(@) the response rate was the highest, 66.0%,

for upper primary students. The
corresponding figure in the 2014/15
Survey was 73.9%;

(b) the response rate for secondary students
was lower, at 59.0%, as some secondary
schools only allowed students to take part
in the Survey outside lesson time using
online questionnaires, the response rate of
which is normally lower than that of other
means of data collection such as
self-completion of paper questionnaires at
class sessions. The corresponding figure in
the 2014/15 Survey was 78.1%; and

(c) the response rate for post-secondary
students was even lower, at 17.6%, as
more post-secondary institutions chose to
take part in the Survey using online
questionnaires. The corresponding figure
in the 2014/15 Survey was 23.4%.

The effective sample size of the 2017/18 Survey
was still considered large despite the lower
response rate than that in the 2014/15 Survey.
Compiled based on such a large sample, the
results of the 2017/18 Survey had very small
sampling error.

Compared with the population of about 705 600
students covered by the Survey, the overall
effective sampling fraction was 17.1% (the
corresponding figures in the 2014/15 Survey
were 725000 and 20.2% respectively). A
breakdown of successful cases by education level
is given below:

(@) 30015 cases from 97 primary day schools;

13
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(b) 55764 cases from 99 secondary day
schools; and

(c) 34887 cases from 37 institutions which
offered post-secondary programmes.

For details of the effective sampling fraction and
response rate, please refer to Appendix Il.

No large difference in school profile in terms of
school size (measured by number of classes) of
the participating and non-participating schools
was noted. The details are summarised in
Appendix I11.

8. Survey limitations

There were slight differences in some of the
terms adopted in the 2017/18 and 2014/15
Surveys. Details of the differences were
remarked in relevant Charts and Tables presented
in Appendix I.

Although the questionnaire was pilot-tested and
subsequent shortening and modifications were
made, it was observed that some upper primary
students had difficulties in completing the
questionnaires. They did not understand the
correct way of choosing the answers, and circled
the pre-listed descriptions as their answers
instead.

Due to the irregularity of class sessions of most
post-secondary students, online survey was
mainly used. One drawback of online survey is a
lower response rate achieved. In order to
maximise the response rate, all eligible students
were invited to participate in the Survey instead
of using random sampling approach.

9. Technical suggestions
For future surveys, suggestions on the following

technical aspects are highlighted for further
consideration:
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(@ While the questionnaire in the 2017/18
Survey had been shortened as compared to
that in the 2014/15 Survey, an even shorter
version of questionnaire with simpler
format and wordings should be considered

for upper primary students. This
modification might facilitate better
understanding by primary students,

particularly those at Primary 4/ Year 5.

(b) It was observed that some students
completed only several questions and then
discontinued the online survey. The length
of the questionnaire could be shortened if
online approach continues to be used.

(c) Schools should continue to be allowed to
determine the appropriate approach of data
collection. For those schools with proper
IT infrastructure, they should be allowed
to choose between using either online or
paper questionnaires.
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