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Chapter 1
Prevalence of substance use
among students

The proportions of the prevalence of lifetime?, 1-
year* and 30-day® substance-taking students are
highlighted in this chapter.
1.1 Proportion of lifetime substance
users (Chart 1.1)

Among all covered students, the proportions of
lifetime drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-
taking students were 2.7%, 7.4% and 40.4%
respectively in the 2023/24 Survey, while the
proportions of students taking these three
substances were 2.5%, 7.4% and 47.5% in the
2020/21 Survey.

The number of lifetime drug-taking students was
estimated to be 18 700, which had increased by
7.7% from the corresponding figure of 17 300 in
the 2020/21 Survey.

The prevalence rate of lifetime drug-taking
students in different education levels were: 1.5%
for upper primary, 3.1% for secondary and 3.2%
for post-secondary. The corresponding rates
recorded in the 2020/21 Survey: 1.5% for upper
primary, 2.5% for secondary and 3.3% for post-
secondary.

3 “Lifetime drug/tobacco/alcohol-taking students” refer to
students who had ever taken drug/tobacco/alcohol at
least once in their lifetime.

“l-year drug/tobacco/alcohol-taking students” refer to
students who had ever taken drug/tobacco/alcohol
within one year preceding survey enumeration.

“30-day drug/tobacco/alcohol-taking students” refer to
students who had ever taken drug/tobacco/alcohol
within 30 days preceding survey enumeration.
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1.1.1 Age and sex (Tables 1.1-1.3)

In the 2023/24 Survey, the proportions of lifetime
drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-taking
students peaked at the age of 21 or above (4.4%,
20.5% and 80.9% respectively). Similar
patterns were found in the 2020/21 Survey with
the proportions of lifetime drug-taking, tobacco-
taking and alcohol-taking students peaked at the
age of 21 or above (5.1%, 19.3% and 80.1%
respectively).

The proportions of lifetime drug-taking, tobacco-
taking and alcohol-taking male students were
3.1%, 7.8% and 39.1% respectively in the
2023/24 Survey; while the corresponding
proportions of female students were 2.3%, 7.0%
and 42.0% respectively. The proportions of
lifetime drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-
taking male students in the 2020/21 Survey were
3.0%, 8.1% and 45.6%. For females, the
figures were 1.9%, 6.7% and 49.2% respectively.
1.2 Proportion of 1-year substance
users (Chart 1.2)

Among all covered students, the proportions of
1- year drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-
taking students were 1.0%, 4.6% and 27.9%
respectively in the 2023/24 Survey, while the
proportions of students taking these three
substances 1.0%, 4.3% and 32.8%
respectively in the 2020/21 Survey.

Wwere

The number of 1-year drug-taking students was
estimated to be 7 000, which had increased by
3.2% from the corresponding figure of 6 800 in
the 2020/21 Survey.

The prevalence rate of 1-year drug-taking
students in different education levels were: 0.5%
for upper primary, 0.7% for secondary and 2.0%
for post-secondary. The corresponding rates
recorded in the 2020/21 Survey were: 0.4% for
upper primary, 0.8% for secondary and 1.7% for
post-secondary.

16



C

Chapter 1

1.2.1 F@erME (% 1.4)

202324 FEHE S —FRN Y R EH
rm R B OR B 1Y B2 A Lh ) A e 1Y A % 4H R
R 21 pRE DL By ER 4R (G Bl 2.7% K%
13.2%) » 1f — 55 N % 8R08 /Y 22 4 BRI A
=Y Al A A AT R 19-20 % A R A
(65.8%)  1F 2020/21 2 » — 4 A
0B am RO K EROE B 2 A LR
e AR AE B39 B 21 g DL B Ay 2 4
(5 BIE 2.5% ~ 12.0% K 64.1%)

202324 FHFHEZRH > —FAYERES
b~ NI N R W RO HY 5B B2 AR R I Sy A
B 1.1% ~ 4.9% K 26.6% > [ 22 22 4 [k 4
HI 4% 5 B 0.9% ~ 4.3% K 29.4% - 1F
2020/21 FAY 8 & A - 5B A 0 F R EE
SRl B 1.2% ~ 4.6% K 30.8% i 204
B EE 153 B By 0.8% ~ 4.0% K, 34.7% -

1.3 30 XNEKASEDEER

fSEEBl CHE 1.3)

2023/24 R E I FERT M EE 4
o 30 RANY IR EFHim - Y0 ER YR
Y Y B2 A B RE LR B 43 A1 By 0.5% ~ 3.2% K%
14.3% - 2020/21 FEFEEH~ > YA L
it = fE W) E Ay 2 A B LR B B B
0.6% ~ 2.8%F 16.7% -

fligt 30 RNE R EFmNWELEHEHE
3700 81 2020/21 FEFEENE T 4 100
Ebd > BT 9.1% o

EXHBEREEHEELES > 30 RN YK
BHEMWNEER A - S/NEAE 0.4% -~ f 2
B 0.4%K B FEA 1.0% - 7 2020/21
FEHERSNEERT R - & /NE4E
0.4% -~ thEEEE /L 0. 5% B B2 0.9% o

1.2.1 Age and sex (Table 1.4)

In the 2023/24 Survey, l-year drug-taking and
tobacco-taking students peaked at the age of 21
or above (2.7% and 13.2% respectively), while
1- year alcohol-taking students peaked at the age
of 19-20 (65.8%). In the 2020/21 Survey, the
proportions of 1-year drug-taking, tobacco-
taking and alcohol-taking students all peaked at
the age of 21 or above (2.5%, 12.0% and 64.1%
respectively).

In the 2023/24 Survey, the proportions of 1-year
drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-taking
male students were 1.1%, 4.9% and 26.6%
respectively; ~ while  the  corresponding
proportions for female students were 0.9%, 4.3%
and 29.4% respectively. Such figures in the
2020/21 Survey were 1.2%, 4.6% and 30.8%
respectively for male students; and 0.8%, 4.0%
and 34.7% respectively for female students.

1.3  Proportion of 30-day substance

users (Chart 1.3)

Among all covered students, the proportions of
30-day drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-
taking students were 0.5%, 3.2% and 14.3%
respectively in the 2023/24 Survey, while the
proportions of students taking these three
substances were 0.6%, 2.8% and 16.7%
respectively in the 2020/21 Survey.

The number of 30-day drug-taking students was
estimated to be 3 700, which had decreased by
9.1% from the corresponding figure of 4 100 in
the 2020/21 Survey.

The prevalence rate of 30-day drug-taking in
different education levels were: 0.4% for upper
primary, 0.4% for secondary and 1.0% for post-
secondary. The corresponding rates recorded in
the 2020/21 Survey were: 0.4% for upper
primary, 0.5% for secondary and 0.9% for post-
secondary.

17



C

Chapter 1

1.3.1 F@erMH (£ 1.5)

30 RN B R B
BAtH e EERERE B 21 B
DL EME A& (55 R04E 1.1% ~ 9.1% &
36.5%) ° 1F 2020/21 FEHyFH & > 30 K
N B R R R Y 2 A4
BBl s B aE R E A 21 el -
BYE A (9 B E 1.2%~ 8.3% K 36.9% ) ©

O R 8 TS

2023/24 F R E R 30 RN Y IR B H
mh o~ B B R S EROE A 5522 A BE 1 4y R
F0.7% ~ 3.5% K 14.1% » 1 2022 4 iy
1B 43 B B 0.4%~2.9% K 14.5%°2020/21
FEREER 30 RAYREH ML - YK
JEE R BB Y 5B B2 AR LR B oy EJ?%07%
3.2% K 16.2% » 0 222 4= 19 bk 1) ]I 57

B 0.4% ~ 2.5% K 17.3% o

1.4 KR RFmP
sl S i

LHESHEER B

Fr (83%) AE/N2AEFRRYKEH
ifi 50 Bt (47%) AE/NEERTAE
S ?30 im%—zé\ﬁ&uu °

£ 281 2023/24 FF AR 106 Fr/NE o
88
Hmo

P E T+ AE S HLY 100 b B o
97 F (97%) A RT MR AH & T
75 7 (75% ) 5 R B E AT 30 K
P

TS ELHY 26 iR (B EERE AR
23 Fir (88%) HEALRTMMY KEH
i s 20 Fir (77% ) AIIA 22 4 R oR A R
FHERT 30 RN B Hon e

18

1.3.1 Age and sex (Table 1.5)

The proportions of 30-day drug-taking,
tobacco-taking and alcohol-taking students
peaked at the age of 21 or above (1.1%, 9.1% and
36.5% respectively). In the 2020/21 Survey,
the proportions of 30-day drug-taking, tobacco-
taking and alcohol-taking students also peaked at
the age of 21 or above (1.2%, 8.3% and 36.9%
respectively).

The proportions of 30-day drug-taking, tobacco-
taking and alcohol-taking male students were
0.7%, 3.5% and 14.1% respectively in the
2023/24 Survey, while the corresponding
proportions of female students were 0.4%, 2.9%
and 14.5% respectively. The proportions of 30-
day drug-taking, tobacco-taking and alcohol-
taking male students in the 2020/21 Survey were
0.7%, 3.2% and 16.2% respectively; for females,

the figures were 0.4%, 2.5% and 17.3%
respectively.
1.4 Distribution of drug-taking

students in participated schools
and institutions

Among the 106 primary schools participated in
the 2023/24 Survey, lifetime drug-taking and 30-
day drug-taking upper primary students were
reported in 88 schools (83%) and 50 schools
(47%) respectively.

As for secondary schools, among the 100 schools
participated in the survey, lifetime drug-taking
students were reported in 97 schools (97%) and
30-day drug-taking students in 75 schools (75%).

Of the 26 post-secondary institutions participated
in the survey, 23 (88%) had lifetime drug-taking
students and 20 (77%) had 30-day drug-taking
students reported.
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B HLEEN S A RAE S B These figures reflected the distribution of ever

HEMRENER RIEEAEERE ZME R drug-taking students in the participating schools
HEHRMALSROSA - MYk AaHE SN only and should not be interpreted as the
B Rk asnRid — XAWE  distribution of all schools in Hong Kong.
oo M ETEEFEER %G AH K ET  Moreover, ever drug-taking students refer to

fho° students who had ever taken drug at least once.
They might have stopped taking drugs after some
attempts.
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