Table 19 Newly/previously reported drug abusers by age of first abuse

2022 2023 2024 2024 2025
Age of first abuse first three first three
quarters quarters
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Newly reported persons
first took drugs at <16 286 229 271 225 286 232 230 2423 208 214
first took drugs at 16 - 20 435 34.8 421 349 417 33.8 330 3428 342 352
first took drugs at 21 - 25 208 16.7 164 13.6 165 134 121 128 135 139
first took drugs at 26 - 30 151  12.1 155 129 123 10.0 93 9.8 113 11.6
first took drugs at 31 - 35 57 4.6 78 6.5 87 7.1 62 6.5 58 6.0
first took drugs at 36 - 40 45 3.6 53 4.4 85 6.9 61 6.4 54 5.6
first took drugs at 41+ 67 5.4 63 5.2 71 5.8 50 5.3 62 6.4
Sub-total 1249 100.0 1205 100.0 1234 100.0 947 100.0 972 100.0
Mean age of first abuse 29 29 23 0 23

Previously reported persons
first took drugs at <16 1364 41.6 1350 414 1257 414 1056 41.6 969 403
first took drugs at 16 - 20 1320 403 1312 402 1238 408 1058 41.6 1020 424
first took drugs at 21 - 25 291 8.9 314 9.6 274 9.0 221 8.7 204 8.5
first took drugs at 26 - 30 144 4.4 145 4.4 153 5.0 123 4.8 105 4.4
first took drugs at 31 - 35 67 2.0 65 2.0 55 1.8 43 1.7 49 2.0
first took drugs at 36 - 40 42 1.3 40 1.2 23 0.8 18 0.7 33 1.4
first took drugs at 41+ 48 1.5 35 1.1 33 1.1 22 0.9 23 1.0
Sub-total 3276 100.0 3261 100.0 3033 100.0 2541 100.0 2403 100.0
Mean age of first abuse 18 18 18 18 18

All reported persons
first took drugs at <16 1650 365 1621 363 1543 362 1286 369 1177 349
first took drugs at 16 - 20 1755 38.8 1733 38.8 1655 38.8 1388 398 1362 404
first took drugs at 21 - 25 499 11.0 478  10.7 439 10.3 342 9.8 339  10.0
first took drugs at 26 - 30 295 6.5 300 6.7 276 6.5 216 6.2 218 6.5
first took drugs at 31 - 35 124 2.7 143 3.2 142 33 105 3.0 107 3.2
first took drugs at 36 - 40 87 1.9 93 2.1 108 2.5 79 2.3 87 2.6
first took drugs at 41+ 115 2.5 98 2.2 104 2.4 72 2.1 85 2.5
Total 4525 100.0 4466 100.0 4267 100.0 3488 100.0 3375 100.0
Mean age of first abuse 19 19 19 19 19
Note: The analyses presented in this table are only based on the reported information available to the CRDA, hence excluding those

individuals with unknown information on the concerned data items other than age and sex. Users should note that the total
number of reported drug abusers in different age or sex groups are presented in tables 1, 2 and 11 only.

Source: Central Registry of Drug Abuse
Updated on 05.12.2025



