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Summary Findings

The total number of reported drug
abusers in recent years continued to
decline, from 18 513 persons in 2001 to
13 204 in 2006. (Table 1a)

The mean age of drug abusers rose from
33in 2001 to 35 in both 2004 and 2005,
and then dropped to 34 in 2006, the
same level as that in 2002 and 2003.
(Table 1a)

The number of young drug abusers aged
under 21 fluctuated in recent years. It
fell from 4 020 personsin 2000 to 2 186
in 2004, and then picked up again to
2 549 in 2006. The mean age of
young drug abusers remained at 17 in

recent years. (Table 19)

Drug abuse is more common among
males than females. The number of
male drug abusers has been declining
for years and was 10 670 in 2006, 6.8%
lower than that in 2005. The number
of female drug abusers fluctuated
dightly in recent years. In 2002, it
stood at 3 186 and then fell to 2534 in
2006, a level similar to that in 2003.
(Table 1a)

Female drug abusers were generaly
younger than the male counterparts.
The mean age of female and male drug
abusers was 27 and 36 respectively in
2006. (Table 14)
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The tota number of newly reported
drug abusers declined from 5644 in
2001 to 3482 in 2006. Their average
age rose from 23 in 2001 to 25 in 2003
and then fell to 23 again in 2005 and
2006. (Table 1b)

Heroin has aways been the most
common drug abused in Hong Kong.
The number of heroin abusers, however,
has been declining for years. In 2006,
8101 or 61.7% of drug abusers were
reported as heroin abusers.  (Table 1d)

There was a general rising trend in
abusing psychotropic substances as a
whole between 1997 and 2006. The
number of psychotropic substance
abusers reached a record high at 7 364
in 2006. (Table 1d)

Among psychotropic substances, the
more commonly abused types in 2006
included ketamine (23.2% of drug
abusers), triazolam/midazolanmy/zopiclone
(16.9%), ecstasy (11.6%), cannabis
(7.4%), ice (6.5%) and cough medicine
(5.7%). (Table 1d)

In 2006, among young drug abusers
aged under 21, ketamine was the most
popular drug of abuse and was taken by
73.1% of young drug abusers. This
was followed by ecstasy (42.7%),
cannabis (18.7%), nimetazepam
(13.5%), ice(10.4%) and cough
medicine (7.0%). The three most
popular reasons for current drug use
were “peer influence” (64.8%),
followed by “toseek euphoria or
sensory satisfaction” (42.2%),  “relief
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of boredom” (41.3%) and “curiosity”
(41.0%). (Tables1d and 1h)

About 11.3% of drug abusers in 2006
were reported to have taken drugs in the
Mainland of China (mainly in
Shenzhen). Most of them aso took
drugsin Hong Kong. * (Table 1f)

Some 38.2% of drug abusers in 2006
were reported to have taken drugs at
home/friend’ s home only, 31.5% at both
home/friend’s home and other localities
(mainly recreation area/public garden/
public toilet and disco/karaoke) and the
remaining 30.3% at other localities only.
Among young drug abusers aged under
21, the respective proportion of those
taking drugs at home/friend’ s home only
was much lower, at 13.3%, whereas that
of taking drugs at other localities only
(mainly  disco/karacke) was much
higher, at 55.1%.* (Table 1Q)

Taking more than one type of drugs has
become one common phenomenon
among drug abusers nowadays. A
multiple drug abuser is defined to be a
person who is reported to have taken
more than one type of drugs within the
specified period, irrespective of whether
the drugs were taken concurrently on
one occasion or Not.

Note:* Statistics on these new items were

compiled only as from 2006.
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The proportion of multiple drug abusers
has been increasing over the years and
reached 32.1% in 2006. The majority
of them abused two types of drugs at the
sametime. (Table 1c)

In 2006, the mean age of first abuse of
all drug abusers and young drug abusers
under 21 was 18 and 15 respectively.
(Table 1i)

Over haf of the drug abusers were
unemployed, over one-third were
employed and 4.8% were students.
(Table 1))
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
17635 16992 16314 18335 18513 17966 15790 14854 14113 13204
34 34 3B 3R 33 34 34 3B 3B A
15398 14838 14147 15355 15640 14780 13272 12200 11448 10670
873 873 8.7 837 845 823 841 81 8L1 808
3 3 3% 34 34 3B 36 36 337 3B
2237 2154 2167 2980 2873 3186 2518 2654 2665 2534
127 127 133 163 155 177 159 179 189 192
27 27 26 25 26 27 28 28 28 27
3150 2841 2482 4020 3902 3002 2207 2186 2276 2549
179 167 152 219 211 167 140 147 161 193
18 18 18 17 17 17 17 17 17 17
3614 3417 3135 5395 5644 5241 4444 3760 3723 3482
205 201 192 294 305 292 281 253 264 264
24 24 25 23 23 24 25 24 23 23
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
@)
16496 15746 15203 16424 16333 15939 13960 14527 13931 13130
@)
14291 13588 13003 12188 11575 11826 10357 10147 9757 8101
(1) 866 863 855 742 709 742 742 698 700 617
(©)
3488 3412 3549 5561 6022 5581 5219 6196 6335 7364
(1) 211 217 233 339 369 350 374 427 455 561
(1) * - 02 98 168 169 140 178 151 232
(1) 50 57 61 56 55 78 112 121 146 169
(1) 80 89 85 87 75 81 75 77 82 74
(1) 04 04 23 142 139 86 70 88 122 116
(1) 5. 60 67 59 58 38 41 44 54 65
(1) 27 18 19 19 18 24 39 45 51 57
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. Highlightsat a Glance

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
All drug abusers 17635 16992 16314 18335 18513 17966 15790 14854 14113 13204
Mean age 3 34 35 32 33 34 34 35 35 34
Male 15398 14838 14147 15355 15640 14780 13272 12200 11448 10670
% of all 87.3 87.3 86.7 83.7 84.5 82.3 84.1 82.1 81.1 80.8
Mean age 35 35 36 34 34 35 36 36 37 36
Female 2237 2154 2167 2980 2873 318 2518 2654 2665 2534
% of all 12.7 12.7 13.3 16.3 155 17.7 15.9 17.9 18.9 19.2
Mean age 27 27 28 25 26 27 28 28 28 27
oo 3150 2841 2482 4020 3902 3002 2207 2186 2276 2549
% of all 17.9 16.7 15.2 21.9 21.1 16.7 14.0 14.7 16.1 19.3
Mean age 18 18 18 17 17 17 17 17 17 17
ge?gﬁ; eported 3614 3417 3135 5395 5644 5241 4444 3760 3723 3482
% of all 20.5 20.1 19.2 29.4 30.5 29.2 28.1 25.3 26.4 26.4
Mean age 24 24 25 23 23 24 25 24 23 23
Common drugs abused

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
(1) Drug abusers with type of drugs reported
No. 16496 15746 15203 16424 16333 15939 13960 14527 13931 13130
(2) Heroin abusers
No. 14291 13588 13003 12188 11575 11826 10357 10147 9757 8101
% of (1) 86.6 86.3 85.5 74.2 70.9 74.2 74.2 69.8 70.0 61.7
(3) Psychotropic substance abusers
No. 3488 3412 3549 5561 6022 5581 5219 619 6335 7364
% of (1) 21.1 21.7 23.3 33.9 36.9 35.0 37.4 42.7 455 56.1
Ketamine abusers
% of (1) * - 0.2 9.8 16.8 16.9 14.0 17.8 15.1 23.2
Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone abusers
% of (1) 59 57 6.1 5.6 55 7.8 11.2 12.1 14.6 16.9
Cannabis abusers
% of (1) 8.0 89 85 8.7 7.5 8.1 7.5 7.7 8.2 7.4
MDMA (Ecstasy) abusers
% of (1) 0.4 0.4 2.3 14.2 13.9 8.6 7.0 8.8 12.2 11.6
Methylamphetamine (Ice) abusers
% of (1) 51 6.0 6.7 59 58 3.8 4.1 44 54 6.5
Cough medicine abusers
% of (1) 2.7 18 1.9 1.9 1.8 24 39 4.5 51 57




