2 Drug Abuse Trends for 1997 - 2006

( 1a) Overall DrugAbuse Trend (Table 1a)
21 2.1 The CRDA records a declining trend
in the overall number of reported drug
18 513 abusers in recent years, from 18 513 persons
13 204 in 2001 to 13204 in 2006. During the same
33 period, the mean age of drug abusers, rose
35 from 33 in 2001 to 35 in both 2004 and
34 2005, and then dropped to 34 in 2006, the
same level asthat in 2002 and 2003.
21
Chart 2.1 Drug abusersby age group by sex
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Chart 2.2 Young drug abusers aged under 21
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Young Drug Abuse Trend (7able 1a)

2.2 The number of young drug abusers
aged under 21 fluctuated in the past ten
years. It fell from 4 020 persons in 2000 to
2 186 in 2004, and then picked up again to
2549 in 2006. The proportion of young
drug abusers fell from 21.9% in 2000 to
14.0% in 2003, and then rose continuously in
the next three years and reached 19.3% in
2006. The mean age of young drug abusers
remained at 17 in recent years.
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B/ AMHEREHGEE (£ g Male / Female Drug Abuse Trend (Tuble 1a)
23 FHEREHGEIL %‘t-ﬁ"i & 2.3 Drug abuse is more common among
BNCD F WNE R = males than females. The number of male
F?.p ZEEXNFAEAL 10670 A ﬁ drug abusers has been declining for years
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and was 10 670 in 2006, 6.8% lower than
that in 2005.
abusers fluctuated slightly in recent years.
In 2002, it stood at 3 186 and then fell to
2 534 in 2006, a level similar to that in 2003.

The number of female drug
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2.4  The average age of male drug abusers
rose from 35 in 2002 to 37 in 2005 and then
fell to 36 in 2006.

were generally younger than the male

Female drug abusers

Fg o —_EEXFHFHFEELL2T counterparts. Their average age was 27 in
R e 2006.
B 2.3 THERAROAL
Chart 2.3 Female drug abusers
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Drug Abuse Trends for Newly / Previously
Reported Drug Abusers (7able 1b)

2.5
drug abusers had a declining trend similar to

Both newly and previously reported

that for all reported drug abusers in recent
years. The total number of newly reported
drug abusers declined from 5 644 in 2001 to
3482 in 2006. Their average age rose from
23 in 2001 to 25 in 2003 and then fell to 23
again in 2005 and 2006. The proportion of
newly reported drug abusers in both 2005
and 2006 was 26.4%.

2.6 The total number of previously
reported drug abusers declined to 9 722 in
2006.  These abusers were generally older
than their newly reported counterparts, with
an average age at 38 in 2006.
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Chart 24 Newly/ previoudly reported drug abusers
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( 1c 1d) Major DrugsAbused (Tables1c and 1d)
2.7 2.7 Heroin has always been the most

common drug abused in Hong Kong. The
number of heroin abusers, however, has been

8 101 61.7% declining for years. In 2006, 8101 or
61.7% of drug abusers were reported as
heroin abusers.

2.8 2.8 Conversely, there was a general rising
trend in abusing psychotropic substances as a
whole between 1997 and 2006, except for
2002 and 2003 when a drop in the number of

7 364 abusers concerned was recorded. The
number of psychotropic substance abusers
stood at arecord high at 7 364 in 2006.

2.5

Chart 25 Heroin and psychotropic substance abusers
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Note:  An abuser may take both heroin and psychotropic substances during a given period.
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2.9 K7 29 Among psychotropic  substances,
/ / “ ketamine, triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone,
e oo ” ecstasy, cannabis and methylamphetamine

©o (or commonly known as ice) were more
commonly abused in recent years. Before
2000, cannabis topped the list of commonly
“ ” abused psychotropic substances. In 2000,
ecstasy overtook all other psychotropic
“ KT “ KT substances to become the most commonly
“ ” abused psychotropic substance, closely
“ A ” followed by ketamine. Ketamine, however,
overtook ecstasy to top the list since 2001.
“ " Triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone became
increasingly popular in 2002 and ranked the
second since 2003. Ecstasy and cannabis
ranked the third and fourth respectively on
the list in most recent years between 2004
and 2006.

2.6
Chart 26  Abusersof major types of psychotropic substances
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Note: More than one type of drugs may be reported for each individual drug abuser.
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2.10

2.11

32.1%

1c)
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Abuse of More Than One Drug (Table 1c)

2.10  Taking more than one type of drugs
has become a common phenomenon among
drug abusers nowadays. A multiple drug
abuser is defined to be a person who is
reported to have taken more than one type of
drugs within the specified period,
irrespective of whether the drugs were taken
concurrently on one occasion or not.

211 The proportion of multiple drug
abusers has been increasing over the years
and reached 32.1% in 2006. The majority
of them abused two types of drugs at the
sametime.



